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Council Corner

Want to know what’s happening with the Pasto-
ral and Mission Council? Visit https://www.stjo-

sephparish.org/221/parish-councils.html or email 
pmc@stjosephparish.org with comments or ques-
tions. Our next meeting will be on October 21st. 

Scan this QR code to see 
the Council page on our 
website

St. Joseph Parish Signs Healthy  
Planet, Healthy People Petition

With the unanimous recommendation of the Faith Justice Com-
mission & the Pastoral and Mission Council, St. Joseph Parish has 
signed on to the Healthy Planet, Healthy People Petition, urging 
world leaders to act for the common good when setting climate 
goals during upcoming conferences. 

At the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15) in October, world 
leaders can set meaningful targets to protect creation, and in No-
vember, at the 26th UN Climate Change Conference (COP26), 
countries will announce their plans to meet the goals of the Paris 
agreement. The petition asks world leaders to follow the lead of 
Pope Francis in making climate change a priority and enacting 
meaningful change. 

The Archdiocese of Seattle has also signed the petition (see 
the press release from Archbishop Etienne on page 18 of 
the bulletin). You can sign the petition as an individual at                                                                                         
www.thecatholicpetition.org 

Check out our new-look website and welcome 
video at www.stjosephparish.org 



The Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Entrance Song Prayer Of St. Francis

Gloria

 1.We praise you, 
    we bless you, 
    we adore you, 
    we glorify you, 
    we give you thanks for your great glory, 
    Lord God, heavenly King, 
    O God, almighty Father.

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
    Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
    you take away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy on us; 
    you take away the sins of the world, 
    receive our prayer; 
    you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    have mercy on us.

3. For you alone are the Holy One, 
    you alone are the Lord, 
    you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. 
    Amen.

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 
to people of good will.

Temple



Gospel Acclamation

Psalm

Murray

Second Reading

Psalm 128 Haugen

Hebrews 2:9-11

“If we love one another, God remains in us; and his love is brought to perfection in us” 

First Reading Genesis 2:18-24
The LORD God said: “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him.” So the LORD 
God formed out of the ground various wild animals and various birds of the air, and he brought them to the man 
to see what he would call them; whatever the man called each of them would be its name. The man gave names 
to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all wild animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner for the 
man.

So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed 
up its place with flesh. The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the man. When 
he brought her to the man, the man said:

“This one, at last, is bone of my bones 
 and flesh of my flesh; 
this one shall be called ‘woman,’ 
 for out of ‘her man’ this one has been taken.”

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one flesh.

1.  Happy all those who fear the Lord, and walk in God's pathway; 
you will find what you long for: the riches of our God.  Ref. 

2.  Your spouse shall be like a fruitful vine in the midst of your home, 
your children flourish like olive plants rejoicing at your table. Ref. 
 
3.  May the blessings of God be yours all the days of your life, 
may the peace and the love of God live always in your heart. Ref.

Brothers and sisters: He “for a little while” was made “lower than the angels,” that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for everyone.

For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should 
make the leader to their salvation perfect through suffering. He who consecrates and those who are being conse-
crated all have one origin. Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers.”



Gospel Mark 10:2-12

Homily Ryan Rallanka, S.J.

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, “Is it lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?” They were testing 
him. He said to them in reply, “What did Moses command you?” They replied, “Moses permitted a husband to 
write a bill of divorce and dismiss her.” But Jesus told them, “Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you 
this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no 
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate.” In the house 
the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us (men) and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 All bow. 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 All stand upright.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Mystery of Faith
We proclaim your death, O Lord,  
and profess your resurrection, until you come again.

Great Amen
Amen

Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
grant us peace.

Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Offertory Song Come My Way, My Truth, My Life
Vaughan Williams/Herbert

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: Such a Life, as killeth death. 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: Such a Joy, as none can move:  
Such a Love, as none can part: Such a Heart, as joys in love. 

All GIA, OCP and WLP Publications reprinted and podcast under OneLicense.net # A-712642.   Texts for Eucharistic Acclamations are excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal copy right © 2010 by ICEL.  The 
Revised Grail Psalms Copyright © 2010, Conception Abbey/The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc., www.giamusic.com All rights reserved. Mass Of Wisdom music by Steven Janco © 2010 WLP Publications, Inc. Gospel 
Acclamation music: Gregory Murray, OSB, © 1958 GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Psalm 128 music by Marty Haugen © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc.  Prayer Of St. Francis Text: Based on the prayer traditionally ascr. to St. Francis 
of Assisi, ca. 1182–1226. Text and music © 1967, 2003, OCP. Dedicated to Mrs. Frances Tracy. One Bread, One Body text and music © John B. Foley SJ and OCP. All Things Bright and Beautiful text by Cecil Alexander, text and 
music in the public domain. Come My Way My Truth, My Life text by George Herbert and music by Ralph Vaughan Williams in the public domain.  



FoleyCommunion One Bread, One Body

All Things Bright and BeautifulRecessional ROYAL OAK/Alexander

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colors and made their tiny wings. Ref.  

The purple headed mountains, the rivers running by, 
The sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky. Ref. 



St. Joseph School
St. Joseph School Survey

This year, the St. Joseph’s School Commission has inau-
gurated a Strategic Planning process to set our school’s 
direction for the coming 5-10 years. We want to invite 
every parent, employee, alum and friend of the school 
to give input. We’re asking you to give your perceptions 
and suggestions via an on-line survey at this link.

The survey can be completed in less than 15 minutes, but 
we hope you’ll take a little more time to add your com-
ments to the questions as you go, which may require 30 
minutes, depending on what you have to say. The survey 
needs to be completed by October 4, 2021.

There will be an all-stakeholders meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 9, location TBD. Contact Head of 
School Patrick Fennessy pfennessy@stjosephsea.org for 
more information.

St. Joseph Prayer Tree
Prayers for the health of Theresa Jarecki, Joyce Toce, Paul Freiburger, Willie Reyes, Ellen Vil-
legas, Patricia Thornton, and Peter Richards.

Prayers for those who followed Christ in this life and served Christ in others, especially Ann 
Scearce and Lisa Griswold.

Liturgy & Worship

Visit stjosephparishbiblestudy.wordpress.com to read weekly reflections from St. Joe’s parishioners! 



Ignatian Year 
May 20, 2021 – July 31, 2022  

To sign up or for more information email or call Theresa @ 

theresal@stjosephparish.org or 206-965-1651 

Ignacio De Loyola Movie & Discussion 

October 21 | 6:30-9:00 PM | Parish Center 

Discussion facilitated by Fr. Matthew Pyrc, S.J. 

To celebrate the 500 year anniversary of the conversion of St. Ignatius of Loyola, St. Joseph Parish 
will be hosting Ignatian-themed Adult Faith Formation events this year. Our first event of the series 
will be a viewing of the movie, Ignacio De Loyola: Solider, Sinner, Saint. Fr. Matthew will then lead us 
in a discussion on the life of St. Ignatius and the themes that arise in this movie. This is an in-person 
event, and masks will be required.  



 Parish Life 
An Update from St. Vincent de Paul 

2020 and 2021 have challenged us all. Paying rent and securing food have become problems for many beyond the 
poorest of our neighbors. This year the need has been so great that the members of St. Joseph Seattle St. Vincent de 
Paul Conference had to innovate our processes and become quick studies on government funding programs. 

We continue our home visits, albeit virtually. We continue to educate neighbors 
on available programs and help guide them in the process to secure funding. 
We’re working hard to ensure that each neighbor understands their legal rights 
throughout and beyond the rent moratorium, walking with each neighbor as best 
we can on their journey.

To date, nearly $100,000 has been distributed to those in need in the immedi-
ate neighborhood of St. Joseph because of the generosity of the St. Joseph Par-
ish members. And beyond Capitol Hill, we delivered a total of $24,000 to three 
conferences identified as the most in need (St. Edward of South Seattle, Espiritu 
Santo of Kent, and St. Thomas of Tukwilla), providing an additional 75 families 
much needed help. 

Thank you all for making this possible!

Ignatian Solidarity Network: A Parish Journey for Racial Justice
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 - 11am-12:30pm via Zoom

Join this session for a directed, interactive conversation attempting to break open Catho-
lic Social Teaching on social sin. You’ll receive resources for your social justice ministry 
toolbox and fortify your confidence in talking about how social change for justice is a 
crucial part of God’s vision for a grace-filled world.

The conversation will be led by Ignatian Solidarity Network staff. Can’t make the live 
call? Register anyway to get the recording and resources afterward.

https://ignatiansolidarity.wufoo.com/forms/a-parish-journey-for-racial-justice-1027/

“Stuff the Bus for CCS” - Thank You! 

The Young Adult Community thanks everyone for their generous donations to our “Stuff the Bus” drive for pre-
viously-unhoused college students at the Catholic Community Services Greenwood housing complex. We were 
able to take three carloads of donations to CCS. Your donations of bedding, cooking and cleaning supplies, and 
other back-to-school essentials will make a huge difference in these students’ lives – thank you! 

Register Here

Young Adult Community Events

 Sun. 10/3, 1:00 PM - Volunteering at Nurturing Roots urban farm / Sun. 10/10, 6:30 PM - Speed Friending / 
Sun. 10/17, 6:30 PM - Third Sunday Social at Zeeks / YA Planning Meeting Sun. 11/7 at 4:00-5:15 PM  Email 
youngadultcommunity@stjosephparish.org for more information on any of these events. 



Faith Justice

Film Screening & Discussion: October 16th - 19th, 24th
This event is sponsored by a multi-faith coalition, including St. Joe’s! Join us for a transformative experience. 
Once you register, you will be sent a link to watch the film online. Then, we will come together on October 24th, 
2021 for a conversation with multi-faith leaders to discuss SINCE I BEEN DOWN and identify ways to take action 
to transform our justice system. After a conversation with the featured panelists, attendees will come together for 
a call to action. We will leave with a better understanding of the criminal justice laws in Washington State and 
concrete ways we can all take action towards a system of transformative justice. 

Watch SINCE I BEEN DOWN from October 16th and October 19th, 2021 to be ready for the conversation on 
October 24th, 2021!

REGISTER 
HERE

REGISTER 
HERE

Racial Justice Book Group 
Please join us on Zoom at 7pm on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 13 for a discussion of Strawberry Days: How In-
ternment Destroyed a Japanese American Community 
by David Neiwert. Contact racialjusticebookgroup@
stjosephparish.org to request the Zoom link.

Strawberry Days is the story of the creation and destruc-
tion of a Japanese immigrant community in Bellevue, 
WA. Before WWII, many of Bellevue’s farmers were re-
cent Japanese immigrants who, despite being rejected 
by white society, were able to make a living cultivat-
ing the rich soil. Yet the lives 
they created for themselves 
through years of hard work 
vanished almost instantly after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

Read about the history of this 
local community and the rac-
ist schemes that prevented the 
immigrants from reclaiming 
their land after the war, re-
minding us that bigotry’s roots 
are deeply entwined in the 
very fiber of American society.

Climate Justice Committee-Join Us! 

You’re invited to join the St. Joe’s Climate Justice 
Committee for our first meeting of the year on Oc-
tober 19th at 7pm, on Zoom. Building from parish 
“visioning” gatherings this past spring, chairperson 
Jennifer Paquette will share what she’s learned 
from national and international groups about how 
we can implement Pope Francis’ vision of care for 
creation in Laudato Si’. 

This meeting will be a discussion of those plans 
and a call to action for individuals and the parish, 
including partnerships with international organiza-
tions and local actions to help St. Joe’s become 
a green campus – be a part of the movement to 
advocate for climate justice! To register, click here 
or scan the QR code: https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZEpfuusrz0tGNPM-
1JDXC5T-yAPJXpZaimRD

After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing infor-
mation about joining the meeting.

Email markp@stjosephparish.org with any ques-
tions



Becoming Anti-Racist
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:20, 26 – “As it is there are many members, yet one body. If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it.”

Quote: “For Native Americans, Columbus Day has long been hurtful. It conjures the violent history of 500 years 
of colonial oppression at the hands of European explorers and those who settled here — a history whose ramifica-
tions and wounds still run deep today.”  --Leila Fadel on NPR Morning Edition, October 14, 2019

Commemorating Indigenous People’s Day

On October 11, we will celebrate Indigenous People’s Day in honor of the Native Peoples who first inhabited 
and stewarded the land of the Americas, including the lands that later became the U.S. These First Peoples, still 
suffering the effects of colonization, genocide, and attempts at erasure, are still here, working to heal from genera-
tional trauma and showing resilience and vibrancy of culture.

To commemorate Indigenous People’s Day in alignment with Jesuit values we focus on four movements: listening 
to Native voices, educating ourselves, acknowledging and repenting of a devastating history, and taking action.  

Listen to Native Voices 

“Reconsider Columbus Day– A PSA-style video featuring multiple voices urging us all to abolish the holiday and 
use the day to learn Indigenous history. (2 minutes) -  Reconsider Columbus Day.

“Resiliency in the Face of Colonization” – This short article by Derrick Belgarde from the Summer 2021 issue of 
“A Matter of Spirit” highlights Native Americans’ biggest strength: resiliency. Resiliency in the Face of Coloniza-
tion

Educate Ourselves

“Unpacking Histories:  Reflecting on the relations of Indigenous Peoples and Jesuits in what we currently call 
the US and Canada” – This series, sponsored by St. Ignatius Community in Baltimore, kicks off on Sept. 30, at  
6:00am – 11:00am Pacific Time - Unpacking Histories.  Register at: https://bit.ly/UnpackingHistories

Truth and Healing  -  Resources on Red Cloud Indian Boarding School’s history. Truth and Healing Response. 

When We Were Alone - For Grades K-2. by David Alexander Robertson  and Julie Flett (Illustrator)

 When a young girl helps tend to her grandmother's garden, she begins to notice 
things that make her curious. Why does her grandmother have long braided hair and 
beautifully colored clothing? Why does she speak another language and spend so 
much time with her family? As she asks her grandmother about these things, she is 
told about life in a residential school a long time ago, where all of these things were 
taken away. When We Were Alone is a story about a difficult time in history and, 
ultimately, one of empowerment and strength. 

Faith Justice



Becoming Anti-Racist
Acknowledge and repent of a devastating history 

Is Healing Possible?  Confronting Catholic Indian Boarding School History – This online presentation is sponsored 
by the Institute for Catholic Thought and Culture at Seattle University. The presenter is Maka Black Elk (Oglala 
Lakota), Executive Director for Truth and Healing at Red Cloud Indian School. Questions to ponder include: What 
must the Church do to reckon with this history? How can we imagine a Catholic faith that rejects the colonial proj-
ect?  October 12 at 4pm on Zoom. https://www.seattleu.edu/ictc/events/ictc-events/ 

U.S Catholic Bishops Pledge -This article describes the U.S. Bishops pledge to assist in the review of past Indigenous 
boarding schools made urgent by the finding of unmarked graves on the grounds of Indian schools in Canada. 
Catholic Bishops Pledge. 

Jesuit Conference statement on indigenous boarding schools – Jesuit provincials of Canada and the U.S. express 
deep sorrow and commit to studying the history of Indigenous boarding schools. Statement from the Jesuit Confer-
ence

Take Action

Petition to replace Columbus Day with Indigenous People’s Day. Sign the petition.

Advocate with our Washington U.S. Congressional leaders for the creation of a National Truth and Healing Com-
mission on Indian boarding schools. - 2020 bill sponsored by Warren and Haaland

Welcome back, and into a new season. Rain finally. Jackets and sweaters. Back to school for many. And some 
questions to consider:

What's it like for someone who spent the time away from school becoming comfortable with realizing they're 
gay, to come back into the classroom? Student or teacher?

How about someone whose classmates last saw him as a boy, who returns to in person classes as the person she 
realizes she's meant to be? Dressing differently. Maybe a new name. Definitely new pronouns.

Our Scripture is from Paul's Letter to the Galatians 3:28- "There is neither Jew nor Gentile, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus."

LGBTQ: It’s All About Love



Telling Our Stories: 

Kevin Jennings is an award winning teacher, social activist and author. He was born the youngest of 5 children in a 
poor Southern Baptist family. His father was an itinerant preacher. The world he grew up in was racist and homo-
phobic. He had family members in the Ku Klux Klan. Jennings remembers being constantly taunted and bullied. He 
got excellent grades in high school but was beaten by classmates for what they saw as effeminate behavior. Jennings 
attempted suicide when he realized he was gay. 

Jennings was able to graduate from high school after he and his mother moved to Hawaii. He was 
accepted into Harvard University, graduated Magnum cum laude in history and became a high 
school history teacher. In 1988 he started the nation's first gay-straight alliance in the high school 
where he was teaching. In 1990 he founded what became GLSEN [Gay, Lesbian and Straight 
Network] to address the problems of LGBT students. In 1992 Jennings was named one of 50 "Ter-
rific Teachers Making a Difference". His book, One Teacher in Ten, was published in 1994 and 
reflected the time it was written. 

Many contributors were closeted. Some used pseudonyms for themselves, their schools, and their 
communities for fear of repercussions. (I moved to Seattle in 1984. Teachers who marched in 
the first Gay Pride I attended here, wore paper bags over their heads for fear of being fired if they 
were identified.) A new edition, One Teacher in Ten in the New Millennium, was published in 
2015. In it, LGBT Educators speak out about what's gotten better and what's not.

Jody Sokolower wrote about her experience as a teacher in an article for the website "Rethinking Schools": "Are you 
married, Ms Sokolower?" One of Sokolower's students asked her that question one month into her first year of teach 
7th graders. Sokolower knew she didn't want to teach from the closet, but how best to handle this? She explained "I 
have been with the same partner for a very long time, but we can't get married because we're lesbians. My partner's 
name is Karen and we have a daughter. She's 9." 

Immediately the questions and comments started. Sokolower told her students she wanted to answer their ques-
tions but, "right now we're working on Africa". She asked them to think about appropriate questions and she'd save 
time to discuss this the next day. "I'll bring in pictures of my family to show you." And so the ongoing conversation 
started. 

Popular Culture:

LEGO news - In October LEGO has launched a set of the “Fab 5” loft from Netflix's 
Queer Eye minifigure versions of the cast. Don't know Queer Eye? You might want to 
check out the funny, sweet, compassionate show about people transforming lives.

Suggested Reading:

A Queer History of the United States for Young People by Michael Bronski. Clear, well-
written and compassionate. Inspiration for adult and young LGBTQ folks, and the rest of 
us, too.

Raised by Unicorns edited by Frank Lowe. Stories from people with LGBTQ parents.

LGBTQ: It's All About Love is moving to a bimonthly schedule. We'll be back with a Nov/Dec issue. 

Thanks again for reading. Blessings always.  
~Compiled by Chris Galloway

LGBTQ: It’s All About Love



 
GET REACQUAINTED – OCTOBER 2021 

 

or it’s been a 
while due to Covid, we bet there are things you haven’t noticed 

about our beautiful St. Joseph’s church. 

Did you know? 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC, but the Depression forced a 

—

Start your day off right... 
 

Dear Jesus, I give you today, all that I think, and do, 
and say. I'll work, I'll listen, I'll have fun and play. 

Jesus, be with me, all through the day.

And end it with the Examen... 
 

 

beauty of God’s creation, or when you felt the 

 

Jesus’ help you can make it a reality!



Let us hear The Words of the Lord 
October 3: Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“If we love one another, God remains in us and his love is brought to perfection in us.” 
God is love. And we see and feel His love when we show our love for another. 

 
October 10: Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“All things are possible with God.” 
God can do more than we as mortals could ever even imagine. Thanks be to God. 

 
October 17: Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
Service is a gift of grace to others and yourself. 

 
October 24: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 “Go your way; your faith has saved you.” 
Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way. 

Jesus shows us that with Faith, all things are possible. 
 

October 31: Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
Jesus gives us the greatest gift of all and that is love. 

 

 
Guardian Angel Prayer 

 
Angel of God, my Guardian Dear, 

To whom God’s love commits me here; 
Ever this day, be at my side 

To light and guard 
To rule and guide 

 

 
The Feast Day of Guardian Angels is October 2. 

Check out these books! 
 

"Give Me Grace” 

 

“St. Francis & the Animals”

 

“Dear Pope Francis” 

 

Till We Meet Again 

 
  



Other October Feast Days 

 

October 1

“Little Flower, in this hour, show your power.” 
 
October 4 

 
October 6 

October 18 

October 28

October 31 All Saints’ Day Eve or Day of the 
 

 

 
 

ACTIVITY and PRAYER in ONE  

according to Pope Francis’ guide:

 



 
 

Archdiocese of Seattle Signs the Healthy Planet, Healthy People Petition 
Catholic Petition Calls for UN Leaders to Care for our Common Home and the Poorest  

 
SEATTLE, September 23, 2021 – The Archdiocese of Seattle signed the Healthy Planet, Healthy 
People Petition, which calls political leaders to set meaningful targets to protect creation and 
affirm the Paris Agreement at the upcoming UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15) and UN 
Climate Change Conference (COP26).  
 
“We have signed this petition because our planet is in peril, facing an unprecedented ecological 
crisis,” said Archbishop Paul D. Etienne. “Scientists from around the globe share alarming trend 
data on the desertification of our forests, increasing temperatures, the acidification of our oceans 
and more. The issues caused by our reckless consumerism, irresponsibility and indifference not 
only harm the delicate balance of our natural ecosystem but harm our poorest brothers and 
sisters. We must remember this is our common home and we are all responsible for its care.” 
 
In response to Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’, which called on all people to respond to 
the “cry of the earth and the cry of the poor,” Christians around the world celebrate the Season of 
Creation from September 1 through October 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. It is an annual time 
for prayer, reflection and action on behalf of creation.  
 
“Pope Francis asks all of us to consider our own lifestyles and embrace a simpler way of living 
that respects our finite resources and our environment,” said Archbishop Etienne. “I echo this call. 
While it is clear that large-scale changes are needed, we cannot ignore the power and influence of 
our own individual action and decisions. By living out our Catholic faith, little by little, we can 
make a difference and sow seeds of hope for the restoration of our common home.”    
 
He added, “During this Season of Creation, I invite everyone to reflect on the gloriousness of our 
planet and pray that we better care for this beautiful gift from God.” Archbishop Etienne said he 
encourages Catholics to sign the Healthy Planet, Healthy People Petition and get involved with 
action groups like the Laudato Si’ Movement or the Catholic Climate Covenant. 
 
About the Archdiocese of Seattle  
The Archdiocese of Seattle encompasses all of Western Washington, stretching from Canada to 
Oregon and from the Cascade Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. There are 72 Catholic schools, 174 
parishes, missions and pastoral centers in the archdiocese, with more than 500 weekly Masses 
celebrated in eight languages. Archbishop Paul D. Etienne leads the archdiocese with his auxiliary 
bishop, Bishop Eusebio Elizondo. For more information about the Archdiocese of Seattle, 
visit seattlearchdiocese.org. 
 

### 
Media Contact: Helen McClenahan 
Helen.mcclenahan@seattlearch.org |Media line: 206-402-9373 



 
 
 

  9:00am: Eucharistic Celebration (Mass) 
  9:45am: Reflection with Rev. Alex Pablo 
10:30am: Break 
10:45am: Reflection with Rev. Alex Pablo 
11:30am: Break 
1140 am: Rosary (Multi-Cultural, Multi-Lingual) 
12:00pm: Lunch (pre-plated, provided) 

Attendance is limited.  Please register (free event) 
and RSVP (for lunch) by October 16, 2021, at 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EA4A
F29ABF4C07-adayof1 

 
We welcome your free will offering. 

Please make checks payable to FILCOPA. 
 

For inquiries about this retreat only: 
FILCOPARetreat@gmail.com 

MMaarryy,,  
IInn  tthhee  LLaasstt  550000  YYeeaarrss  

 

A Reflection with  
 

RReevveerreenndd  AAlleexx  PPaabblloo  
Parochial Vicar 

St. James Cathedral, Seattle WA 

Saturday, 9:00am 
October 23, 2021 

 

St. Peter Catholic Church 
2807 15th Ave S 

Seattle, WA 98144 
(206) 324-2290 

 
Please wear MASKS & observe 

social distancing. 

FILCOPA (Filipino Council for Pastoral Affairs) 
in collaboration with 

The Archdiocese of Seattle Multicultural Ministries 
invites ALL to 

 

AA  DDaayy  ooff  RReefflleeccttiioonn 
 “Simbang Gabi” (Filipino Night Mass) Retreat  


