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December 31, 2023 
First reading: sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

second reading: colossians 3:12-17 
gospel: luke 2:22, 39-40 

presiding& preaching: chris cartwright, s.J. 

Mass Intentions: 
12/24 For the people of St. Joseph 

Christmas Weekend Schedule
Saturday, December 23rd: 5pm Mass (4th Sunday of Advent)

Sunday, December 24th: 10am Mass (4th Sunday of Advent)

Sunday, December 24th: 4pm, 6pm, and 10pm Christmas 
Eve Mass (doors open at 3pm)

Monday, December 25th: 10am Christmas Day Mass

*Parish Office closed 12/22 - 12/27

A Note from Fr. Chris

Dear Friends,

 We are almost there!!! Finishing touches and pleas to 
God for help to get across the ‘finish line’ with everything done 
whirls in our heads.

 Okay, take a breath. Sit a minute (or more!).

 Just breath and rest your mind. Let you heart enlarge with 
the love that motivates you right this moment. Close your eyes 
and imagine God looking at you with a huge smile adorning his/
her face.

 Isn’t it amazing what love can do? The love we give and 
the love we receive!

 With great love and deep respect and affection St. Joseph 
Parish wishes you a most holy and merry Christmas. Let bless-
ings in great abundance come your way and fill your life with 
goodness, peace and God’s grace.

 To you and your loved ones – MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

- Fr. Chris and all the parish staff & community!!!



Fourth Sunday of Advent

Procession PishnerPrepare! Prepare!

Please stand at the tolling of the bell.Call To Worship

Blessing The Advent Wreath

Penitential Act
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s kingdom. 
Lord, have mercy.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy.

You came in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. 
Christ, have mercy.  ALL:  Christ, have mercy.

You will come in glory with salvation for your people. 
Lord, have mercy.  ALL:  Lord, have mercy.

Prepare the way, the way of the Lord.  Ready your hearts.   
Oh, the Lord our God is coming soon! 
 
A virgin will bear a son, Emmanuel: God with us!   
Oh, the Lord our God is coming soon!



Romans 16:25-27Second Reading

Psalm 89Psalm Haugen

Gospel Acclamation Lynch

First Reading 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

Prepare the way of the Lord our God.  Make straight the path for the Lord. 
And all shall see our saving God; we shall see the salvation of God.

When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side, he 
said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” Nathan 
answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.” But that night the LORD 
spoke to Nathan and said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you build me a house to 
dwell in?

“‘It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock to be commander of my people Israel. I 
have been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. And I will make you 
famous like the great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for my people Israel; I will plant them so that they may 
dwell in their place without further disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of 
old, since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. The 
LORD also reveals to you that he will establish a house for you. And when your time comes and you rest with 
your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. I will 
be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; 
your throne shall stand firm forever.’”

I have found David my servant, with my holy oil I have anointed him, that my hand may ever 
be with him and my arm make him strong.  Ref.

My faithfulness and love shall be with you, in my Name your name will be exalted.  Ref.

He shall cry to me, “My God, my rock of salvation, my salvation.  Ref.

Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages but now manifested through the prophetic 
writings and, according to the command of the eternal God, made known to all nations to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen.



Gospel Luke 1:26-38

Homily                                                  Deacon Steve Wodzanowski

Profession of Faith
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 
 All bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
 All stand upright.

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

Online Giving 
 

Scan this QR code to make  

a one-time gift to St. Joe’s 
 

 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! 
The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will 
rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the 
sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 



ALL ARE INVITED TO COME FORWARD 
During communion, we invite all to come forward. If you do not ordinarily receive Eucharist,  

or choose not to, come for a blessing, indicating your desire by putting your hand on your heart. 
If you have need of a gluten free host, please come to the presider and make that known. 

There Is A LongingOffertory Song Quigley

All GIA Publications, OCP Publications and WLP Publications reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-712642.   Antiphon texts and texts for Eucharistic Acclamations are excerpts from the English translation of 
the Roman Missal copyright © 2010 by ICEL. Maranatha Mass © 2014 Michael Lynch BMI, Administered by C&M Productions. Ps. 25 Come O Lord and Set Us Free © 1994 Laura and David Ash. Mary said, 
“Yes” copyright Robert Carroll 2022 Illlumine Me, O Spirit Divine.  Music by Jaclyn McWalter-Huff copyright 2022.  Words by Clara H. Scott, 1841-1897, adapted by Jaclyn McWalter-Huff.  All Rights Reserved.



LynchHoly, Holy, Holy Maranatha Mass

Mystery of Faith

Lamb of God

Great Amen



Communion Song Jesus, Hope of the World Light/Tate

Recessional O Come O Come Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL

Come to us, O Son of God!  Come to us, O Son of Man! Come, Son of God!   
Come, Son of Man! Shepherd your people in love!  Ref.

Come to us, O Promised King!  Come to us, O Promised Peace! 
Come, Promised King!  Come, Promised Peace!  Come and be Lord of our hearts!  Ref.

Come to us, O Rising Sun!  Come to us, O Endless Light! 
Come, Rising Sun!  Come, Endless Light!  Shatter the darkness of death!  Ref.

Come to us, O Heart’s Desire!  Come to us, O Saving Love! 
Come, Heart’s Desire!  Come, Saving Love!  Banish our doubt and our fear!  Ref.





SAVE THE DATE
MARCH 1 & MARCH 2
ST. PATRICK CHURCH

815 E EDGAR ST, SEATTLE, WA

Save the Date for a this once-in-a-lifetime experience! Experience an original
musical with 14 beloved Spirituals, four classic Gregorian chants, and a

talented cast bringing to life the story of the dynamic Black Catholic Sister,
Thea Bowman. 

Follow her journey from Canton, Mississippi, to the all-white community of
Lacrosse, Wisconsin, where she became a Sister and eventually a world-
renowned social activist and pioneer of intercultural awareness, unity and

acceptance. 

Acclaimed playwright ValLimar Jansen plays Sr. Thea, along with local actors
in supporting roles. You won’t want to miss it! More information about the
play at www.stjosephparish.org/theabowman. Tickets available in 2024!

“I WILL LIVE UNTIL I DIE”
A MUSICAL OF THE LIFE OF SR. THEA BOWMAN

STARRING VALLIMAR JANSEN



Events & Announcements

Food Donations Needed!
1st Saturday Meal for St. Martin de Porres Shelter 

Continuing our longstanding partnership with the St. Martin de Porres shelter downtown, we serve 100+ un-
housed men dinner once a month on the first Saturday. To keep this important project going, we need your help! 
Can you donate a few items once a month to help our friends in need? 

We need: hard-boiled eggs, milk, fresh fruit, hot dogs/buns, and cooked Costco lasagna. 

For more details and to sign up, contact Deacon Steve at 206-965-1646 or stevew@stjosephparish.org

New Giving Platform for the New Year
PushPay to Replace OSV

We are excited to announce that on January 1st, our parish will begin using Pushpay as our new giving solution. 
Pushpay is an industry leader known for creating an easy, secure way for to manage your own giving from the 
convenience of a mobile device or your computer (gifts by check or cash won’t be affected!). Look for more infor-
mation about how to move your recurring giving from OSV (our current program) to PayPal in parish communica-
tions during the next few weeks.







January 10 - 7pm 
St. Joe’s Parish Center

Students Doing Justice: 
A Presentation on IFTJ 2023

In October, over 1,800 High School and College Students from Jesuit Preps and Universities,
including students from Seattle Prep, attended the Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice in

Washington, DC.

Over the weekend, they networked with students from all over the US, participated in workshops
and plenary sessions on Justice issues, learned about advocacy and community organizing, stood

in solidarity as advocates in front of the US Capitol, and met with their legislators to share their
concerns. 

Now that they are back home, the students who attended from Seattle Prep would like to share
their experiences with the Jesuit Works in Seattle, their school community, their parents, and

parishioners at St. Joe’s. Join us for this special event! 

Email vherberholt3@comcast.net for more information or accommodations.



St.Joseph Parish Faith Justice Commission


