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**CONFIDENTIAL** 

Introduction 

From the century old origins 

of our parish, the community 

of St. Joseph Parish has been 

an example of God’s presence 

in the world.  Ignited by the 

Eucharist to love and to serve, 

we are called to a passionate 

and personal love relationship 

with God and with our world. 

Currently, the parish is home to 1873 households.  Nearly one-third of our 

active parishioners volunteer time and talent to three dozen ministries 

undertaken to serve those in our parish, our school, the elderly, and the ill 

and needy in the area.  Our parish school has an enrollment of 600+ 

children from kindergarten through the eighth grade.  Our Religious 

Education and Youth Program ministers to almost 300 families.  Thanks to 

our many dedicated volunteers, we also have approximately 500 children 

participating in CYO programs. 

Our beautiful art-deco Church with its bell tower has served us well since 

it was built in 1929.  It was designated a Seattle landmark in 1980.  The 

sheathed copper doors of the church are adorned with ornamental fleur-

de-lis, a symbol of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as well as stars that form the 

shape of crosses.  St. Joseph Church is two hundred fifty feet in length and 

one hundred ten feet wide.  It rises ten stores high on 19th Avenue and five 

stories high on 18th Avenue.  The great bell tower is two hundred twenty-

five feet high and is a very visible presence in the surrounding community. 
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Through the generosity of many over several years, the interior needs of 

our church building have largely been taken care of. The pews were 

replaced, the altar was reconfigured, new lighting was installed, and many 

of our stained glass windows were repaired and protected.  However, the 

exterior of our church is showing the ravages of the Northwest weather.   

 

Urgent Needs – Phase One 

Listed below are the most urgent needs that must be addressed as soon as 

possible. 

 URGENT NEED:  Repair of the St. Cecelia and Coronation of Mary 

Stained Glass Windows 

 URGENT NEED:  Repair and Painting of Building Exterior 

 URGENT NEED:  Repair of Bell Tower Roof Membrane and 

Lighting 

 URGENT NEED:  Replace Outdated Boiler Controls 

 URGENT NEED:  Replace the Parish Bus  

 

Repair of the St. Cecelia and Coronation of Mary Stained Glass 

Windows 

These beautiful works of art are the most visible, valuable, and beloved 

components of our house of worship.  They add much to the atmosphere of 

prayer for worship.  During our recent capital campaign, many of our 

stained glass windows were repaired, adding decades to their life. Our 

church has two remaining windows in need of immediate repair, the St. 

Cecelia rose window, a hallmark of the main church entry on 18th Avenue, 

and the Coronation of Mary window situated above the Mary mosaic in the 

northeast corner of the church and visible from 19th Avenue. 
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The St. Cecelia Stained Glass Window 

Gazing up at the St. Cecelia rose window 

from the sidewalk in front of the church’s 

main entrance on 18th Avenue inspires both 

awe and concern.  The intricate design in the 

center of the window is gorgeous; however, 

the window is clearly failing, as evidenced 

by the paneling severely bowing westward. 

A structural analysis made of the window revealed that time, the elements, 

and trapped heat have caused the beautiful St. Cecelia rose window to 

deteriorate badly over the many decades since its installation in 1929.  

Pieces of colored glass in the window are currently very vulnerable, due to 

lack of adequate support bars and the failing lead connecting strips and 

solder joints. 

The Project:  Scaffolding will need to be installed near our Willis organ for 

access to this large window.  The window sashes are in need of repair.  To 

preserve the window, it needs to be removed and taken to a professional 

studio, where it will be re-leaded with new strips and new solder joints.  

The window sashes will be scraped, painted, and fixed.  New properly 

vented protective glass will be installed on the exterior side of the window.  

Work on this window is expected to take three months.  The life expectancy 

of the window will be extended by 100 years. 

 Estimated Cost for Repair:  $125,000 
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The Coronation of Mary Stained Glass 

Window 

Sitting at Tully’s on 19th Avenue and facing 

west, looking toward the top of our church 

reveals a large sheet of plastic covering a round 

stained glass window.  Though not readily 

apparent from the inside of the church, this 

stunning window is covered by plastic 

sheeting because water is penetrating into the 

building and the window sash is 

compromised.   

A structural analysis made of the window revealed that time, the elements, 

and trapped heat have caused the beautiful Coronation of Mary stained 

glass window to deteriorate badly over the many decades since its 

installation in 1929.  Pieces of colored glass in the window are currently 

very vulnerable, due to lack of adequate support bars and the failing lead 

connecting strips and solder joints. 

The Project:  Scaffolding will need to be installed for access to this large 

window.  The window sashes are in need of repair.  To preserve the 

window, it needs to be removed and taken to a professional studio, where 

it will be re-leaded with new strips and new solder joints.  The window 

sashes will be scraped, painted, and fixed.  New properly vented protective 

glass will be installed on the exterior side of the window.  Work on this 

window is expected to take three months.  The life expectancy of the 

window will be extended by 100 years. 

 Estimated Cost for Repair:  $125,000 
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Painting and Restoration of Church Exterior 

During the parish centennial remodel years ago, 

the church building was power washed and 

immediate repair concerns were addressed.  

Looking at the exterior of our building, it’s now 

clear that painting the exterior of the church can 

no longer be delayed.  Huge black streaks run 

down the sides of the exterior walls and the paint 

is deteriorating.    The chimney on the southeast  side of the building is 

cracking and needs concrete structural 

repairs, surface repairs and paint.  

Gutter issues are causing paint to 

deteriorate.  Flashing is breaking down 

where it meets the roof.  Mismatched, 

leaky and broken windows need 

replacing. 

The Project:  The Church was last 

painted 25 years ago and without the protection of a new coat of paint, the 

exterior walls will erode, resulting in very expensive damage.  Cleaning, 

repairing, and restoring of terra cotta 

joints is also clearly needed, as well as 

the removal and replacement of failed 

caulk at windows. Painting a church 

as large as ours is no easy task.  

Scaffolding must be installed so 

workers can safely reach the highest 

points.  As with any paint job, old 

paint will need to be scraped, walls 

repaired where needed, and prepped  
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for painting.  The return on this repair work is priceless.  Work is expected 

to take six months and will protect our Eucharistic space for at least twenty 

years. 

 Estimated Cost:  $1,095,000 

 

Repair of Bell Tower Roof 

Membrane and Lighting 

The Project:  Our Bell Tower 

structure is in need of several 

repairs.  While the Bell Tower itself 

was structurally reinforced during 

the centennial campaign, we now 

need to address several issues.  

Torch down roofing needs to be 

replaced, access points need to be 

made safe, and the lighting of the 

tower needs attention.  

Work is expected to take six 

months and will preserve those 

parts of the Church for 15 years.   

Estimated Cost:  $100,000 
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Replace Outdated Boiler Controls 

The Project:  We need to replace 

outdated boiler control systems and 

air draft dampers, original  building 

fans need new bearings, we need to 

add new steam valves for increased 

energy efficiency and ability to heat 

or cool specific areas within the system,  and we need to replace or repair 

radiators in the Church classrooms.  Work is expected to take six months 

and will preserve those parts of the Church for 15 years.   

Estimated Cost:  $100,000 

Replace the Parish Bus  

Our parish bus is used 

nearly every day.  From 

providing transportation 

for seniors to and from 

Mass, to senior and youth 

group outings, to CYO 

sport teams, to 

transporting homeless men to our overflow shelter nights October through 

April, we rely heavily on our bus.  Our current bus is a 15-seat 1999 Chevy 

Express.  As with our own personal vehicles, buses like this one eventually 

wear out.  Our current parish bus has increasingly had mechanical issues 

which require frequent repairs.   

The Project:  Purchase a new-to-us bus that will serve our parish 

community reliably for ten years.     

 Estimated Cost:  $60,000 – used; $90,000 – new 
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Every decade, generous parishioners and friends of St. Joseph have 

provided the necessary resources to tend to our beautiful historic 

centerpiece, taking care of reroofing, remodeling, repainting, restoring, or 

repairing needs through both good times and bad.  Although our buildings 

look beautiful and were recently remodeled on the inside, closer inspection 

by experts revealed that there are a number of fundamental issues that 

need to be addressed promptly, before they become much more extensive 

and therefore more expensive.  A study by structural engineers and 

contractors indicates that steps need to be taken now to prevent more 

serious damage, preserve our historic stained glass windows, and preserve 

our church exterior against future damage from northwest weather.  The 

care we provide to our church now will be a legacy gift for future 

generations, who will continue to be inspired by our sacred space of 

prayer. 

 Total Estimated Cost for Phase One:     $      1,605,000  

Total Projected Costs: 

PHASE ONE 

Repair of the St. Cecelia and Coronation of Mary   $ 250,000  

stained glass windows ($175,000 committed; $75,000 remaining) 

Repair and Painting of Building Exterior                    1,095,000 
($652,500 committed; $442,500 remaining)  

Repair of Bell Tower Roof Membrane and Lighting  100,000 

Replace outdated boiler controls      100,000 

Replace the Parish Bus          60,000 

TOTAL URGENT NEEDS:      $      1,605,000 


