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“I, too, will take from the crest 
of the cedar,

  from its topmost branches tear 
off a tender shoot,

and plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain;

  on the mountain heights of 
Israel I will plant it.”
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Separate But Equal? 
Complementarity and the Issues of Ordination  

Although the Blessed Virgin Mary surpassed in dignity and in ex-
cellence all the Apostles, nevertheless it was not to her but to them 

that the Lord entrusted the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.

-Pope Innocent III-

Stereotyped perceptions of women’s nature, and actions based 
upon them, count amongst the most intransigent of constructs that 

shape women’s experiences and make it difficult for women to 
move “beyond domination.”

-Lorraine Code-

In composing this series on the prohibition of women from priestly 
ordination in the Catholic Church, I have sought to explore why 
the current teaching of the Magisterium states, in the words of Pope 
John Paul II, that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to con-
fer priestly ordination on women, and that this judgment is to be 
definitively held by all the Church’s faithful.” Using the Scripture as 
the starting point—with particular emphasis on Jesus’ selection of 
the Twelve and their ministry following Pentecost—the teaching of 
the Magisterium asserts that Jesus intended only men to be eligible 
for ministerial priesthood—since only men were named as Apostles 
and only the Apostles preached after the descent of the Spirit. Since 
the Twelve are held to be the source of all ministerial priesthood, 
it thus becomes clear that Jesus wanted that office reserved only to 
men.

Though some theologians question the Magisterium’s interpretation 
of these Scriptures (noting, for example, that the direct line between 
the Twelve and the ministerial priesthood is not quite so easily de-
termined), and though even Inter Insigniores acknowledges that 
none of the passages of Scripture used in this case “make the matter 
immediately obvious,” still the teaching is said to be considered as 
authoritative and unrevisable. Further, this Scriptural interpretation 
is supported by the “constant and universal Tradition of the Church” 
in both East and West, and also by other “convergant indications” 
which suggest that Jesus’ choice of men alone was a free and in-
tentional action, meant to create a norm for the nascent Christian 
community and for the Church into which it grew. Thus, this prohi-
bition on women’s priestly ordination is not a matter of Church dis-
cipline—as, for example, priestly celibacy clearly is—but of divine 
mandate; one that is unrevisable by any human being. Since the 
choice to name men alone was made by Jesus, while he was in the 
world, and since that choice was reinforced by the behavior of the 
Apostles after his ascension, it remains in effect until Jesus himself 
amends it. For this reason, the Church declares herself incapable of 
rescinding this prohibition, as it comes not from the Church’s own 
structures, but from the direct authority of Christ.

While this argument from Scripture—bolstered by Tradition—is 
considered definitive by the Magisterium, it continues to trouble 
some faithful Catholics, in part because it is an argument ground-
ed on authority alone, without a clear rationale behind it. In other 
words, while the argument from Scripture and Tradition, as present-



ed in both Inter Insigniores and Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, 
may prove that Jesus intends to prohibit women from 
priestly ordination, it does not, on its own, demonstrate 
why he makes this prohibition. Thus, even if we accept 
the Magisterium’s interpretation of Scripture, and accept 
that Jesus’ authority binds us, we may still feel frustrated 
and unsatisfied by these “proofs,” because they lack a 
context, and seem to depend, ultimately, on the equiva-
lent of a parent’s “Because I said so,” a phrase often em-
ployed only to end a discussion. 

Especially in Inter Insigniores, the Magisterium seems to 
recognize that to attain not just obedience but accep-
tance of its teaching, it needs to go beyond mere au-
thority, and “illustrate the appropriateness of the divine 
provision” by connecting the prohibition on women’s 
ordination to a larger theological anthropology. In this 
anthropology, the difference between men and women 
must be established, such that the prohibition of women 
from ministerial priesthood makes sense. At the same 
time, the equal dignity of men and women before God 
must be maintained, since it is a fundamental teaching 
of the Church in Vatican II and elsewhere. In attempting 
to create such an anthropology, the Church comes up 
with two theories of difference, each of which requires 
examination.

The Arguments From Difference

Because Jesus is just, if he made a distinction between 
women and men as regards ordination it cannot be ca-
pricious, but must be grounded either in Nature, or in 
mission, or both. Reading the Scripture as the Magiste-
rium does—i.e., that Jesus prohibits women’s priestly or-
dination—thus leads to the conclusion that women and 
men are different in some significant way, a way we may 
not fully understand, but which we know is normative 
and not merely cultural. Therefore, as we seek to un-
derstand better that which we are called to believe, we 
must postulate a theory of human nature which explains 
this difference. In Inter Insigniores—and to a lesser ex-
tent in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis—we find, implicitly, two 
of these theories, which seek to show why Jesus might 
have taught that women cannot exercise ministerial 
priesthood.

The first of these theories, which I would dub the “strong 
difference” theory, arises most often when speaking 
about the role of the priest in the administration of the 
Sacraments. Though lacking the specificity of St. Thomas 
Aquinas—who derived from Aristotle that women’s na-
ture as receptive and emotional made her unsuited for 
ordination—those who hold to the strong difference the-
ory believe that women, by the nature of their biologi-
cal gender, are incapable of acting “in persona Christi” 
(i.e., “in the person of Christ”), and so are incapable of 
properly symbolizing Christ in the Mass and in the other 

Sacraments. Since, as Inter Insigniores says, a priest is a 
sign, “taking the role of Christ, to the point of being his 
very image, when he pronounces the words of conse-
cration,” the priest must have a “natural resemblance” to 
Christ, which a woman can never have. Despite the fact 
that Christ “is the firstborn of all humanity, of women 
as well as men,” the historical reality that “the incarna-
tion of the Word took place according to the male sex,” 
means that only a male can suitably signify Christ’s pres-
ence in liturgy. As one theologian says, “a priesthood of 
women would obscure at the symbolic level its [i.e., the 
Eucharist’s] immediate and perceivable Christological 
reference and signification.” Thus, says Inter Insigniores, 
it is “fitting” that women be excluded from ministerial 
priesthood. 

The problem with this argument, however—besides the 
uniquely privileged position it gives to biological gender 
as determinative of resemblance—is that, while estab-
lishing the necessity for an all-male clergy, it seems to 
risk undermining a more fundamental doctrine of the 
Church: i.e., universal salvation in Jesus. What saves any 
of us is that the second Person of the Trinity becomes as 
we are, so as to allow us to become as he is. This taking-
on of humanity in the Incarnation and the Cross—which 
theology dubs “recapitulation”— joins us to God in 
an absolute way, and so is the “mechanism” by which 
Christ saves us. To say that a woman cannot properly 
symbolize Christ in the Sacraments, suggests that she 
does not resemble Jesus in his salvific identity—i.e., he 
does not “recapitulate” her, because he comes in the 
form of a male, which is an irreducible dimension of 
his resemblance to us. If biological gender is so cen-
tral that a woman cannot act “in persona Christi,” then 
it would seem to follow, inversely, that Christ has not 
acted (or cannot act) “in persona feminae,” in the person 
of a woman. Consequently, it would seem, given the tra-
ditional teaching on salvation, that Jesus Christ cannot 
be the savior of women—or at least not in the same way 
he is of men. Such a position would seem to lead to 
heresy; yet, also seems inevitable in a theory of “strong 
difference.”

On the other hand, if women and men are not essen-
tially different—in the way suggested by a “strong dif-
ference” theory—they may still be called differently, ac-
cording to the design of Christ. In such a case, although 
a woman could image Christ in a sacramental role, she 
is not called to the ministry of sacramental priesthood 
because her role in the economy of salvation is different. 
In other words, women and men have complementary 
but distinct missions in the Church. As Albert Vanhoye, 
S.J., writing on women’s ordination in 1993 described 
in the Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano: “the 
basic equality of the baptized in no way requires that 
the functions entrusted to women in the Church should 
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be identical with those entrusted to men.” Such a no-
tion of separate vocations but equal dignity, shared in 
a complimentary way for the overall life of the Church, 
offers a model that is consistent with a Scriptural read-
ing of divine prohibition, as taught by the Magisterium; 
yet avoids the theological pitfalls intrinsic in a theory of 
“strong difference.” In this model, the ministry of wom-
en in the Church is often described as “Marian”—since 
Mary of Nazareth is (at least) equivalent in dignity to 
the apostles, but never exercises their ministerial priest-
hood. The ministry of men, on the other hand, is seen 
as “Petrine,”—i.e., lived out in imitation of Peter, the 
keeper of the keys and the leader of the Twelve. Each 
biological gender brings to the Church a necessary ele-
ment, but neither can be collapsed into the other; thus, 
women cannot be ordained to the priesthood because it 
removes them from their “natural” area of ministry.

In theory, this notion of complementarity explains well 
why Jesus may have honored women, while still pro-
hibiting them from ordained ministry. However, though 
the theory may be appropriate, its historical practice ex-
poses dangers not unrecognizable to those who have 
lived in other “separate but equal” environments. His-
torically, ministerial priesthood involves the exercise not 
only of spiritual authority but of some degree of tempo-
ral authority, as well. Hence, the exclusion of women 
from ministerial priesthood has also meant their exclu-
sion from virtually all forms of leadership in the Church. 
Clericalism—the original sin of the Church—keeps the 
dignity of women from being exercised, even though it 
may be theoretically affirmed. As with blacks in the Jim 
Crow South, women—though professed to be equal, 
or even more beloved, in the eyes of God—remain tre-
mendously restricted from the places of power in the 

Church, even in areas that have nothing to do with sac-
ramental leadership. 

Further, even if one accepts that women and men have—
by virtue of their biological gender—different vocations, 
one encounters other challenges, based on the historical 
life of the Church. For if men properly have a Petrine vo-
cation—i.e., a vocation manifested through sacramental 
leadership and ministry—and women properly have a 
Marian one—i.e., a vocation manifested through nur-
ture, prayer, and the contemplation of sacred things—
then, it would seem, men should not exercise the Mar-
ian vocation any more than women should exercise the 
Petrine. Yet, is not the Marian style of ministry precisely 
the ministry exercised in monasteries for the last 1600 
years? To be consistent, should men be restricted from 
this “Marian” ministry just as women are restricted from 
priesthood? Though the elimination of male monastic 
life seems absurd, given its deep roots in the history of 
the Church, the call for such an elimination seems ra-
tional and just, if we determine that ministerial options 
should emerge from the principle of complementarity. 
And, if there are exceptions to this principle, such that 
some men might be Marian in their vocation, why can-
not some women similarly be Petrine in theirs? Thus, as 
in the “strong difference” theory, here too we find unre-
solvable difficulty, which leads us back to the argument 
from authority, and the Magisterium’s interpretation that 
Jesus prohibited women from the ministerial priesthood, 
though why remains unclear.  

Next Week: Conclusions & Questions



The Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Welcome to St. Joseph. Please take a moment to silence your cell phones.

Schutte

Gather Us InEntrance Songs

Prelude (5:30) Like Cedars They Shall Stand

Haugen



First Reading

Psalm 92Responsorial Psalm

Ezekiel 17:22-24

Guimont

(5:30) The Kingdom Of God Taize

Gloria See Cards In Pews

Thus says the Lord GOD:

I, too, will take from the crest of the cedar, 
	 from its topmost branches tear off a tender shoot, 
and plant it on a high and lofty mountain; 
	 on the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it. 
It shall put forth branches and bear fruit, 
	 and become a majestic cedar. 

Birds of every kind shall dwell beneath it, 
	 every winged thing in the shade of its boughs. 
And all the trees of the field shall know 
	 that I, the LORD, 
bring low the high tree, 
	 lift high the lowly tree, 
wither up the green tree, 
	 and make the withered tree bloom. 
As I, the LORD, have spoken, so will I do.

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
	 to make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your loving mercy in the morning, 
	 and your truth in the watches of the night.

The just will flourish like the palm tree, 
	 and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 

Planted in the house of the LORD, 
	 they will flourish in the courts of our God.

Still bearing fruit when they are old, 
	 still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the LORD is upright. 
	 In him, my rock, there is no wrong.



Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-10

AlleluiaGospel Acclamation Murray

Gospel Mark 4:26-34

Homily John D. Whitney, S.J.

Offertory Songs We Walk By Faith Haugen

Brothers and sisters: We are always courageous, although we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yet we are courageous, and we would rather leave the body 
and go home to the Lord. Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense, according to what he did in the 
body, whether good or evil.

Jesus said to the crowds: “This is how it is with the kingdom of God; it is as if a man were to scatter seed on the land 
and would sleep and rise night and day and through it all the seed would sprout and grow, he knows not how. Of 
its own accord the land yields fruit, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the grain is 
ripe, he wields the sickle at once, for the harvest has come.”

He said, “To what shall we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable can we use for it? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is 
sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. 
But once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the largest of plants 
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky can dwell 
in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke the word to them 
as they were able to understand it. Without parables he did not 
speak to them, but to his own disciples he explained everything in 
private.



Mystery of Faith

Great Amen

Lamb of God

JancoMass Of WisdomHoly, Holy, Holy

All Are Invited To Come Forward 
During communion, we invite all to come forward.  If you do not ordinarily receive Eucharist,   

or choose not to, come for a blessing, indicating your desire by putting your hand on your heart. 
If you have a gluten allergy, & need a gluten free host, please come to the Presider & indicate this.



Communion Song One Bread, One Body Foley

All GIA Publications reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-712642.  All OCP Publications reprinted with permission under 
LicenSing.net #611705.   All WLP Publications reprinted with permission under license #423980.   Antiphon texts and texts 
for Eucharistic Acclamations are excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal copyright © 2010 by ICEL.  Mass 
of Wisdom music by Steven R. Janco © 2010 WLP Publications, Inc. Gather Us In words and music by Marty Haugen © 1986 
GIA Publications, Inc.  We Wlak By Faith words and music by Marty Haugen © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.  One Bread One 
Body words and music by John B. Foley SJ © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc.  Additional verses by St. Joseph parishioner L. Patrick 
Carroll.  Psalm 92 words and music by Michel Guimont © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc.  Jubilate Servite words and music by 
Jacques Berthier and Taize © 1991 Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc agent.  How Great Thou Art words and music 
by Stuart Hine in the public domain. 



Taize(5:30) Jubiláte, SérviteRecessional

Song Of Praise HineHow Great Thou Art



Our Community
Young Adults

June 23rd 10:30 am to 2:30 pm - Service Project

Join your fellow young adults for our early summer 
service project by supporting St. Vincent de Paul 
(SVdP) to benefit their Georgetown Food Bank. Your 
volunteer work would consist of bagging items and 
distributing food to our neighbors who visit the food 
bank for food and clothing. RSVP via the Facebook 
event.

YA Social: Pre-4th of July BBQ - July 1st

Join the Young Adult Ministry after 5:30 Mass for a 
celebration of summer with food, drinks, and picnic 
games on the lawn between the church and the Parish 
Center. Burgers, Dogs, Pop, Lemonade, Wine, Potato 
Salad, Chips provided. Bring a Salad, side dish or des-
sert to share. Contact Thomas Sutton if you would like 
to help with setup, cooking, or cleanup. Thomasut-
ton@yahoo.com

Seniors On The Go
Friday, July 6th - Anointing Mass at 11:30 am.  (No lun-
cheons during the summer.)

Thursday, July 12th - Join us for Scenic Ferry Ride to 
Bainbridge Island. 10:00 am – 4:30pm. We’ll have lunch 
at Suquamish Casino, it is $10.95 for the all you can eat 
buffet. You can either stay and play or wander around 
the town of Winslow including the free Art Museum. To 
register, contact Renee at 206-324-2522 or rleet@stjo-
sephparish.org

Friday, August 3rd - Anointing Mass at 11:30 am.

Farewell To Dottie Farewell
Sunday, June 24th at 11:30 am 

Join us for a picnic lunch and help us wish Dottie  
well in her new endeavor as Principal at St. Pius X.

If you would like to help with the event, please  
contact Caprice at caprices@stjosephparish.org  

or 206-965-1642.

Stewardship

St. Joseph Community extends its prayers and hopes 
for the following intentions: Happy Father’s Day . . 

. Safe travels for families and friends  this 
summer  . . . For Cathy’s upcoming surgery 
. . . Discernment by leaders in resolving the 
challenges facing our local, state and na-
tional government.

“Grandchildren are the crown of old men,  
and the glory of sons is their father.” 

~Proverbs 17:6

LGBTQ Ministry
Come join the LGBTQ Ministry in celebrating Pride 
Month with a screening of Fish Out of Water (2009) 

Arrupe Room - Thursday, June 21st from 7:00-8:30 PM

The film looks at the seven bible verse that are most of-
ten used to condemn homosexuality. After the film, we 
will explore what the Bible really says and discuss the 
implications this has for the life of LGBTQ people and 
their relationship to the church. Popcorn, movie snacks 
and beverages will be provided. We encourage all who 
are interested to attend and discuss please join us. 

Justice Presentation
As part of our continuing work on Justice issues, you are 
invited to join in the Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN) 
live from the Jesuit Parish Justice Summit in Denver on 
Sunday, June 17 1:30 PM PT.  You will be joining for the 
keynote presentation, "Reconciliation in an Age of Rage" 
by Fr. Brian Christopher SJ.   

You can watch this presentation live on the ISN Face-
book Page - igsol.net/FB.  For more information contact 
Vince Herberholt @ 206-491-4486 or vherberholt3@
comcast.net

St. Martin de Porres
Volunteers Needed - St. Joseph provides a meal to the 
men at St. Martin de Porres Shelter every Saturday night. 
We have four teams, one for each week. We are looking 
for parishioners to join the team.

Here’s how you can help: 
	 1. Serve at the shelter (5:45pm – 8:15pm) 
	 2. Contribute Food Items: Milk, Ice Cream, 		
	 Fruit, Hard-Boiled Eggs, Sandwiches, Hot Dogs, 	
	 Lasagna etc. varies from team to team.  

We usually serve between 150 and 220 men a night.  
The biggest need are servers on the 2nd Saturday and 
food contributors on the 1st Saturday. This is a great op-
portunity to serve as a family or with a group of friends. 
We have a special 5th Saturday team that also helps out 
whenever a 5th Saturday pops up on the calendar. If you 
would like to learn more or volunteer contact Deacon 
Steve at stevew@stjosephparish.org or 206-965-1646.


