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Original Sin
The road to Hell is paved with the bones of priests and monks,  
and the skulls of bishops are the lamp posts that light the path.

-St. John Chrysostom-

God’s love for the world. Vast  
flood of mercy                   y                                                                                                                                             

flung on resistance.

-Denise Levertov-

It is the oldest sin in the Church, nurtured over generations so that 
both those who benefit by it and those who suffer from it become 
indoctrinated into believing that it is the will of God, an essential 
part of the order of creation and redemption. Yet, far from being a 
product of divine decree, clericalism—i.e., the notion that those 
ordained to service in the Church are somehow of a “higher state,” 
worthy of deference and privilege—is, in fact, a form of atheism that 
pervades and undermines the true teaching of the gospel, by miti-
gating and, to some extent, denying the gift given in the Incarnation 
of God in Christ. By creating a class of people, portrayed as media-
tors between Christ and the People of God, clerical ideology gives 
to priests and bishops a quasi-divine nature, as though it were by 
their actions—and not the fidelity of the risen Christ—that the sacra-
ments and graces of God are given to the People whom Christ came 
to save. In this, clericalism enslaves the People of God under the tyr-
anny of a priestly-caste, who take the place of Christ not just in the 
symbolic role of their ministry, but in the whole of life. Presumed to 
be the unique voices of Christ in the world, clerics take on author-
ity and powers that properly belong to the Church itself, i.e. to the 
whole People of God. It is the clergy alone who determine what 
is sinful and what is not, who open or close the gates of heaven to 
God’s People. With no practical appeal to the sensus fidelium (the 
“sense of the faithful”), clergy take to themselves, alone, the author-
ity of the Church. Though at one time in the West, this authority was 
somewhat mitigated by monarchs who were, likewise, ordained as 
God’s representatives, the vision of a clerical class has remained for 
many in the Church, even after the parallel principle of the “divine 
right of kings” has been recognized as delusional and placed upon 
the ash heap of history.

Many writers have tried to trace the roots of clericalism, looking, for 
example, to the reign of Constantine in the early 4th century, when 
Christianity became the official religion of the Roman empire and 
bishops were invested with civil, as well as ecclesiastical authority. 
Suddenly, ordination was not simply about ordering the commu-
nity around Eucharist and the other sacraments, but also involved 
imposing penalties and criminal punishments. The bishop’s role as 
elder, who remembered and taught the traditions of the Church, 
gave way to a role of rule over the community. Unlike the monaster-
ies of the desert fathers and mothers, which continued the ancient 
practice of communal discernment of leadership and discipline, the 
post-Constantine Church assumed the autocratic nature of civil so-
ciety; and the understanding of the clerical state becomes associ-
ated with privilege and power. 



However, though Constantine did much to set the 
Church on the way of clericalism, it is also possible to 
trace the root of this ideology even further back, to the 
Scriptures themselves—and to see how Jesus repeat-
edly tries to rid the community of a sin to which it is 
too easily prone. In all four of the gospels, the disciples 
and the apostles are seen as putting themselves forward 
and seeking to find privileges for following Jesus, such 
as seats of power when he “comes into his glory.” At 
the same time, Jesus continues to point them towards a 
different understanding of authority, one based on ser-
vice instead of power. Even at the last supper, having 
just received the Eucharist for the first time, Luke shows 
the conflict between the understanding of Jesus and his 
followers: “Then an argument broke out among them 
about which of them should be regarded as the greatest. 
He said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 
them and those in authority over them are addressed as 
“Benefactors”; but among you it shall not be so. Rather, 
let the greatest among you be as the youngest, and the 
leader as the servant” (Lk. 22:24-26). Throughout his 
public ministry, Jesus continually points to those con-
sidered least in civil society as models for discipleship: 
taking a child into the center of his discussion or sending 
the Samaritan woman to proclaim his presence to her 
town. Likewise, he tries to show that it is the ministry 
and not the unique nature of the apostles that matters, 
as when he tells John not to stop someone else “casting 
out demons in your name,” noting that “whoever is not 
against you is for you” (Lk. 9:49-50). Yet, for all Jesus’ 
implicit and explicit condemnation of that ambition and 
exclusivity which become clericalism, the sin is never 
exorcised from the Church, but, indeed, manifests itself 
repeatedly, even as the institutional Church retains the 
language of Jesus, calling the Pope, for example,“the 
Servant of the Servants of Christ”.

Why is this sin so persistent and resilient? Why does it 
so plague the Church that even otherwise decent people 
cover up and conceal horrible acts of child rape and 
abuse of the innocent? Ultimately, the sin of clericalism 
remains powerful, I believe, not simply because of the 
influence of secular political categories on the Church 
nor from the ambition of particular members, but from a 
combination of atheistic despair reinforced by structures 
that inculcate fear. 

In the gospel of Luke, when Jesus first appears in Naza-
reth, entering the synagogue and reading the passage 
from Isaiah, ending it with, “Today this scripture pas-
sage is fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk. 4:21), the people 
are, at first, amazed and impressed. Yet, when they re-
alize Jesus is someone they know, the son of Joseph, 
they turn on him and want to kill him. This change of 
heart manifests something characteristic of our nature: 
we want to believe in God and the salvation of God, 

but we become uncomfortable and hostile when it ap-
pears before us in human form. As the Scripture scholar, 
Gerhard Lohfink, notes: “It was not only in Nazareth 
that the ‘today’ of the Gospel was not accepted. Later 
also, in the course of the church’s history, it has again 
and again been denied or rendered toothless. . .appar-
ently it goes against the human grain for God to become 
concrete in our lives. . . Therefore God’s salvation is bet-
ter delayed into the future. There it can lie, hygienically 
and snugly packed, at rest, inconsequential” (Jesus of 
Nazareth: What He Wanted, Who He Was). This unwill-
ingness to believe fully in the messiness of the Incarna-
tion leads people to reject Jesus during his life because 
he seems too much like us; he is not “divine” enough. 
At the same time, our own sense of unworthiness, drives 
Christians to turn the resurrected Christ into something 
alien and distant from us: an object in the tabernacle for 
worship and kneeling, not a companion at the table with 
whom we are called to eat. This failure to believe that 
Jesus is, and continues to be, “God with us” drives us to 
separate the divinity from the humanity, and so returns 
us to the condition of the Israelites, who were afraid to 
hear the word of God directly, and desired mediators, 
i.e., priests, to stand between them and the Almighty. 
Thus, fear leads us to deny the great grace of the Incar-
nation, in which we are united once and for all to God 
through the humanity and sacrifice of Jesus. This fear 
has manifested itself in many ways across the years: in 
the liturgical changes of the 4th century which moved 
the assembly from standing in worship to kneeling in 
penitence; in the decreased reception of the Holy Eu-
charist during the middle ages; and in the creation of 
a priestly caste, who does not merely serve to minister 
what Jesus has done once and for all, but who are seen 
as mediators of his grace—i.e., individuals who stand 
between the laity and Christ Jesus. Such a misshapen 
idea of Orders in the Church, which gives rise to the de-
structive clericalism that continues to haunt us, comes, 
then, ultimately from that original sin by which we deny, 
on a practical level, the saving work of the Incarnation, 
the saving love of Jesus for each of us.  The continuing 
structures—both theological and pastoral—which act to 
feed and promote this sinful notion need to be undone, 
if the the People of God are to assume their rightful role 
as a priestly people, from whom come ministers to serve 
the good of all. 

Next week—Unmaking Clericalism in the Church: Some 
Suggestions



How Can We Respond?
Listening Sessions in St. Joseph Church
Sunday, 2 September after 9:30 am Mass 

Wednesday, 5 September at 7:00 pm
As a Þrst step in responding to the current crisis in the Church, 

we invite this community to come together and talk to one another, 
to listen to one another, and to seek the Spirit of God.

These listening sessions will have little formal structure, but will  
invite all who wish to express their feelings, to ask questions,  

or to offer suggestions (written responses will also be possible). 

Fr. John will be present to listen, taking notes, and reporting back,  
at the end, what he has heard. 

He will then summarize the notes in a letter to go on be sent  
to Archbishop Sartain, and to the Papal Nuncio. 

Feel free to write, as well, on your own!
¥ Stay In: More than ever, the Church needs you to take your place in this holy communion—we need your 

anger, your hope, your determination. The temptation to despair is strong, but without God’s People 
together, there is no Church.

¥ Open Up: Share your story with others in the Church, both the graces of the faith and the times you have 
been wounded. And listen to the stories of others. We must become, like the early Church, “of one heart and 
mind,” and that means your story is important.

¥ Kneel Down: In an era when “thoughts and prayers” is often a euphemism for inaction, we can forget 
that seeking God in the midst of the world—that basic Jesuit idea—is not about doing nothing, but about 
doing everything in the Spirit and power of God. Thus, when Pope Francis calls the Church to prayer and 
fasting, he is inviting us to Þnd the wisdom to heal in Christ.

¥ Speak Out: A faith that does justice is never silent, and so we need to call on those charged with leadership
—and ultimately called not to power but to service—and tell them what we think. I encourage you, 
especially, to write the papal nuncio, the Pope’s ambassador in the U.S., and Cardinal O’Malley, one of his 
chief advisors in matters of sexual abuse and misconduct: 

¥ Cardinal Seán P O’Malley OFM Cap.—Archbishop of Boston, 66 Brooks Drive, 
Braintree, MA  02184-3839 

¥ The Most Reverend Christophe Pierre —Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, 3339 
Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, D.C. 20008

¥ Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo—Archbishop of Galveston-Houston, President of the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1700 San Jacinto St., Houston, TX, 77002



Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Welcome to St. Joseph. Please take a moment to silence your cell phones.

(5:30) Turn To Me

Entrance Songs Farrell

(5&9:30) Jesu, Joy Of Our DesiringPrelude

TURN TO ME
John Foley, S.J.

Text: Based on Isaiah 45:22-23; 51:12, 4, 6. Text and music © 1975, John B. Foley, S.J. and New Dawn Music. 
Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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Praise To You, O Christ Our Savior

Foley

Jesu, joy of our desiring, Holy wisdom, love most bright, 
Drawn by you, our souls aspiring, Soar to uncreated Light. 
Word of God, our flesh that fashioned With the fire of life impassioned, 
Striving still to truth unknown, Soaring, dying, ’round your throne.

Through the way where hope is guiding, Hear what peaceful music rings; 
Where the flocks in you confiding, Drink of joy from deathless springs! 
Theirs is beauty’s fairest pleasure; Theirs is wisdom’s holiest treasure; 
You do ever lead your own, In the love of joys unknown. 



Psalm 15: They Who Do JusticeResponsorial Psalm Cooney

Those who walk blamelessly and live their lives doing justice; 
Who keep the truth in their heart; And slander not with their tongue. Refrain

Who harms not another nor take up reproach to their neighbor; 
Who hates the sight of the wicked; But honors the people of God. Refrain

Who show no condition in sharing the gifts of their treasure; 
Who live not off the poor; They will stand firm forever. Refrain

James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27Second Reading

(5:30) O Word Of God Manolo

Gloria See Cards In Pews

First Reading Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8
Moses said to the people: “Now, Israel, hear the statutes and decrees which I am teaching you to observe, that you 
may live, and may enter in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
In your observance of the commandments of the LORD, your God, which I enjoin upon you, you shall not add to 
what I command you nor subtract from it. Observe them carefully, for thus will you give evidence of your wisdom 
and intelligence to the nations, who will hear of all these statutes and say, ‘This great nation is truly a wise and intel-
ligent people.’ For what great nation is there that has gods so close to it as the LORD, our God, is to us whenever we 
call upon him? Or what great nation has statutes and decrees that are as just as this whole law which I am setting 
before you today?”

Dearest brothers and sisters: All good giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no alteration or shadow caused by change. He willed to give us birth by the word of truth 
that we may be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you and is able to save your souls.

Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves.

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and the Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their afflic-
tion and to keep oneself unstained by the world.



Gospel Acclamation Alleluia Murray

Reflection Randy Novak

Gospel Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

HaasOffertory Deep Within #399

“The Father gave us birth by his message of truth, that we might be as his first fruits of creation”

When the Pharisees with some scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they observed that 
some of his disciples ate their meals with unclean, that is, unwashed, hands. —For the Pharisees and, in fact, all 
Jews, do not eat without carefully washing their hands, keeping the tradition of the elders. And on coming from the 
marketplace they do not eat without purifying themselves. And there are many other things that they have tradition-
ally observed, the purification of cups and jugs and kettles and beds.— So the Pharisees and scribes questioned 
him, “Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders but instead eat a meal with unclean hands?” He 
responded, “Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written:

This people honors me with their lips, 
 but their hearts are far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, 
 teaching as doctrines human precepts.

You disregard God’s commandment but cling to human tradition.” He summoned the crowd again and said to them, 
“Hear me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person; but the things 
that come out from within are what defile.

“From within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All these evils come from within and they defile.”



Great Amen

Mystery of Faith

Lamb of God

All Are Invited To Come Forward 
During communion, we invite all to come forward.  If you do not ordinarily receive Eucharist,   

or choose not to, come for a blessing, indicating your desire by putting your hand on your heart. 
If you have a gluten allergy, & need a gluten free hoSt, pleaSe come to the preSIder & IndIcate thIS.

All GIA, OCP and WLP Publications reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-712642.  Antiphon texts and texts for Eucharistic Acclamations are excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal copyright © 
2010 by ICEL.  Psalm texts from The Revised Grail Psalms © 2010 Conception Abbey and the Grail, administered by GIA Publications Inc. Psalm 15 words and music by Rory Cooney © 1985 GIA Publications 
Inc.  Turn To Me words and music by John B. Foley SJ © 1978, 1991 John B. Foley SJ and OCP Publications Inc.  Praise To You, O Christ Our Savior  words and music by Bernadette Farrell © 1996 OCP Publications 
Inc.   O Word Of God words and music © 1990 Ricky Manalo GIA Publications Inc. Deep Within words and music by David Haas © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Blest Are They words and music by David Haas 
© 1986 GIA Publications, Inc Not By Bread Alone text and tune by Roger Holland © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc.  We Are Called words and music by David Haas © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc.

Holy, Holy, Holy JancoMass Of Wisdom



HollandNot By Bread AloneCommunion Songs

Blest Are They #659 Haas

Closing Song
NETTLETON/Edwards

(5&9:30) God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

(5:30) Instrumental



Shirts Across America

 Faith Justice

St. Vincent de Paul Collection
 Will be September 8 & 9 - Note the date change!

St. Joseph Prison Minisitry Visit
Monroe Correctional Facility - Friday, Sept. 28th 

4:00pm - 9:30pm - Carpool from St. Joseph 
Brown Bag Dinner

Join Deacon Steve for Catholic Communion Service plus 
a chance to hear stories from some of the men who are 
incarcerated.  You must be willing to fill out a visitor ap-
plication.  Deadline is September 13th. Contact Deacon 
Steve at 206-965-1646 or stevew@stjosephparish.org

One Parish, One Prisoner Mtg
Wednesday, September 12th - 7:00pm – 8:30pm  

Parish Center

St. Joseph’s Parish is partnering with the Archdiocese of 
Seattle In being a pilot church for a prison re-entry Pro-
gram called “One Parish, One Prisoner”  We currently 
are in relationship with one incarcerated man and are 
making plans to expand our program. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Deacon Steve at 206-965-1646 or 
stevew@stjosephparish.org or join us on the 12th! 

Sister Parish - El Salvador
Strategic Planning Mtg - Wednesday, September 12th 

5:30– 9:00pm – Parish Ctr - Light Dinner Provided

We are at an important crossroads in our Sister Parish 
relationship with San Bartolome in Arcatao, El Salvador.  
In many ways this conversation has been forced upon us 
because of the many good works happening: the recent 
water project, the Sustainable Living Initiative (SLI), and 
the new energy brought by our school and those who 
went on the most recent delegation  Our current way of 
operating (occasional meetings and counting on a few 
key people to animate this relationship) is no longer fea-
sible. If we want to continue growing and deepening 
our sister parish relationship, we need a more consistent 
way of doing business that involves more people. The 
first hour is looking back over these past 29 years.  What 
are we most grateful for in our sister parish relationship?  
Why are you personally committed to this relation-
ship? How have you/we been blessed? It's important to 
ground our discernment both in prayer and in gratitude.
The second hour we will discuss the current state of our 
sister parish relationship.   We can't plan for the future 
unless we have a solid understanding of where things 
stand right now. Our last hour will be prayerfully vision-
ing where we want to see our Sister Parish Relationship 
in 3 – 5 years and prioritizing what we want to do and 
outlining how/who will carry this forward to action. Par-
ticipating in this event isn't a hard commitment to par-
ticipate in the larger committee. However, we hope that 
you will see a role for yourself as we move forward, so 
that we can keep consistent and diverse energy as we 
animate this relationship for years to come! For more 
information or to RSVP,  please contact Deacon Steve 
Wodzanowski at 206-965-1646 or stevew@stjosephpar-
ish.org 

We will be taking a special collection to support the 
good works of Shirts Across America this weekend.  

Please place your donation in the light blue envelopes.

Save The Date 
Blood Drive 

Monday, September 24th.



Parish & School PicnicParish & School Picnic

PARENTS GET YOUR 
VOLUNTEER HOURS

WE NEED YOU!
Contact Joe Augustavo, 

joeaugustavo@comcast.net 
or 206-229-6881

Sunday 
September 16th  

1-4 pm, Parking Lot 
We provide the following: 

Hot Dogs, Cotton Candy & Sno-Cones 
Soft Drinks & Beer on tap 

Rides for the Kids 
 

New this year: We will have Pupusas, 
Tamales and Horchata for purchase

at the Picnic… $3.00 each from  
Lily’s Salvadoran Catering 

PLEASE BRING:  dessert, salad or  
side dish to share

LIVE MUSIC!

 Parish Life

To Volunteer 
Sign up at our website 

www.stjosephparish.org



Seniors On The Go
Friday, September 7th - Anointing Mass at 11:30 am. 
Location change, Mass will be in Arrupe.

Thursday, September 13th - Senior Outing to the 
Washington State Fair. Leave from St. Joseph at 10am. 
Admission for Seniors is $11.00. For lunch, every-
one is on their own. Leave the fair by 3pm and arrive 
home by 4:15pm. To reserve your spot, call Renee at 
206.324.2522 ext 100.

Tuesday, September 18th - Seniors Fall Potluck Din-
ner -  5 - 7pm - Parish Center.  Contact Mary Ott for 
details ottjm4@gmail.com or (206) 324-7459.

Please note there is no planning meeting  
in September.

Wednesday, October 3rd - Join us for a matinee of 
BASKERVILLE: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery at the Tap-
root Theatre. Leave St. Joseph at 11:30am then have 
lunch at a restaurant in Greenwood followed by play 
at 2pm. Cost is $10 for play ticket and whatever you 
spend on lunch. To reserve your spot, call Renee at 
206.324.2522 ext 100.

Friday, October 5th - Anointing Mass at 11:30 am. 
Followed by our delicious luncheon.  Join us for fel-
lowhip and lunch after Mass.

Come, join your sisters and make new friends as we explore Loving  
Ourselves. When we find time to rejuvenate, it lifts our spirits and makes 
us better parents, partners, friends and colleagues. Bolster your prayer life, 
meditate, draw, stretch, unplug. This weekend is about you. 

Questions? Sheila Marie at smarie49@comcast.net. 

Women of Passion & Power: Loving Ourselves 
Fall Retreat 2018 

September 28th 6 pm – Sept 30th Noon 
Cost is $250 per person, single occupancy. All are Welcome. 

St. Joseph Men’s Ministry 
Please join us for our Fall Mass and Potluck BBQ 

Friday, September 7th  
6pm – 8:30pm – Parish Center.  
Fr. John Whitney, SJ presiding.  

 
Brats and hot dogs provided! Bring a salad, side 
dish, or dessert and beverage of choice to share.

Newcomers Always Welcome!

 Parish Life

St. Joseph Men’s Ministry 
Service Project at CCS Pregnancy and Parenting Support 

Saturday, September 15th  - 9:00am – 1:00pm 
4212 S. Mead St. Seattle, Wa. 98118 

We need guys who can bring the following items; lad-
ders – pruning style, chain saws, wheelbarrows, loppers, 
gas pole trimmers,  light construction tools (Circular saw, 
hammers, galvanized fasteners, extension cords, saw hors-
es, etc).  We also need donations, not a lot, $300-$500 to 
purchase treated wood on that day for repair and to rent 
a dumper-style landscape truck.  It costs about $100 to 
dump one ton of yard-waste and another $100 plus to rent 
the truck. This project is well worth it, both money and 
time-wise. If you can, donate $25, $50 or $100 towards 
this cause. Make checks payable to St. Joseph Church.  If 
we collect more than we need, we will use it to hire some-
one to clean/repair their gutters. 

If you can help, please contact Deacon Steve Wodza-
nowski at 206-965-1646 or stevew@stjosephparish.org  
and I will connect you with Joe Prusa who is heading up 
this work project.



Faith Formation Help Needed
St. Joseph’s Infant Baptism Prep Team is seeking 
new members to join our team. Last year we had 80  
Baptisms and hosted 9 Prep Classes. We are looking 
for people to host the baptismal families at Mass on the 
day of the child’s baptism. We also need team members 
who are willing to help teach the baptism prep classes. 
If teaching isn’t your thing, we need others who are will-
ing to share and talk with these new parents about your 
experience of baptism as well as the graces and struggles 
of parenting. If you are interested or would like further 
information, please contact Theresa Shepherd-Lukasik at  
theresal@stjosephparish.org or 206-965-1651.

St. Joseph’s High School Confirmation Team is seek-
ing new members to join our team. Yearly, 20-30 High 
School Youth receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
We need vibrant faith-filled people to help form them 
in the faith. This is a 13 week preparation program with 
an offsite retreat and a day of service. No teaching ex-
perience is necessary, but knowledge of the faith with a 
desire to ignite a spark of faith in others is. All volunteers 
are required to take the Archdiocese Safe Environment 
Class. If you are interested or would like further informa-
tion, please contact Theresa Shepherd-Lukasik at there-
sal@stjosephparish.org or 206-965-1651.

High School Youth Group  
Lead & Assistant Needed

If you have Youth Group or High School teaching experi-
ence, we are looking for someone who can help guide 
our youth to become discerning Catholics. Help them 
to grow in their gifts and talents to find their way in the 
world. The weekly activities vary widely, ranging from 
discussions to games to field trips. Service Trip experi-
ence is a plus. The Voice seeks to create an open space 
in which students can come as they are, bringing their 
questions, their struggles and their excitement, without 
meeting any expectations or judgments. If you are feel-
ing called to serve, please email Theresa Lukasik at the-
resal@stjosephparish.org

Come and See What the  
Catholic Faith has to offer

KICK-OFF SEPTEMBER 25TH - Tuesday Nights  
7:00pm – 8:30pm - St. Joseph’s Parish Center

•  Are you, your spouse, a friend, or an acquaintance a 
member of another faith tradition but worship regularly 
here at St. Joseph’s?

•  Are you experiencing God’s call in your life and seek-
ing Baptism or full communion or Confirmation with 
the Catholic Church?

•  If you are, please consider participating in the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults.  The RCIA is an oppor-
tunity to explore with others what the Catholic Church 
has to offer.  It is an opportunity, through a process of 
discernment and gradual conversion to become a full 
member of the Catholic Church.

If you are interested, contact Deacon Steve Wodza-
nowski at stevew@stjosephparish.org or 965-1646. All 
are welcome in this journey of faith. 

CFF still needs your help!
Faith Formation Needs You! We have over 200 children 
in our Sunday School and Youth Group programs. This 
vibrant and critical ministry is only successful with the 
help of an army of volunteers. The following volunteer 
positions are still needed:

CFF Pre-K Teacher: This energetic group of children who 
can make learning fun and someone who is excited to 
see awe and wonder in children’s eyes. Some experience 
with children ages 3-4 is preferred. Class meets from 
9:00-10:15am in the social hall. Class begins October 
7th (major holidays/breaks off). Student volunteers are 
also needed to assist; this does count for service hours.

CFF Kindergarten Teacher: general religious education 
for Kindergarten aged children. Class meets from 9:00-
10:15am.

CFF Substitutes Needed: If you have teaching experi-
ence but not enough time to commit to every week. We 
still need you! Please add your name to our substitute 
roster, lessons provided and easy to follow. Please email 
Theresa Lukasik at theresal@stjosephparish.org

 Faith Formation



Children’s Faith Formation  
2018-2019

The CFF program continues to flourish with the partic-
ipation of so many children and youth in grades Pre-
K thru Junior High. This is a program that takes many 
hands and hearts to provide strong and consistent faith 
formation for our youngest parishioners. To volunteer, 
please contact Theresa at theresaL@stjosephparish.org

Course Offerings
Scholarships available for all our course offerings!

Children's Faith Formation Childcare: During the 9am 
Mass for children 1-3 years old. This is a time for your 
child to begin experiencing church through playtime. 
Children  are supervised by a paid adult and volunteer  
youth. Open year-round, register at any time. The annual 
fee is $100.

Children's Faith Formation Pre-Kindergarten (CFF Pre-
K): During the 9am Mass for children *3 1/2-5 years old.   
This  is a hands-on,  Montessori-style class for our young 
ones. *Your child should be out of diapers and able to 
follow simple directions, such as those given in a pre-
school setting. The annual fee is $40.

Children's Faith Formation K (CFF K): During the 9am 
Mass for children currently enrolled  in Kindergarten 
(private, public, home, or parish school) beginning in 
the fall. Classes consist of scripture stories, arts & crafts, 
songs, and gym playtime. Pickup is in the  old gym 
across from  the Social  Hall.  The annual fee is $40.

Children's Faith Formation 1 (CFF 1): The first of a two 
year Sacramental Preparation program for First Recon-
ciliation and First Eucharist. Participation and comple-
tion of CFF 1 (or equivalent) is required before the sec-
ond year, during which your child would receive these 
sacraments. This includes children in our parish school, 
public school, other private school or home school. The 
annual fee is $75.

Children's Faith Formation 2 (CFF 2): ALL children  plan-
ning  to receive First Reconciliation and First  Eucharist 
this upcoming school year must have completed the 
CFF 1 class (or equivalent) last year whether you attend 
our parish school, public school, other  private school 
or home school. Additional retreat and home materials 
provided for immediate preparation. There  is a $125 
annual fee.

To sign up, visit our  
Faith Formation Page: 

www.stjosephparish.org

Children's Faith Formation Year 3 & 4 (CFF 3/4): This  
class  is for children to reflect, learn, and continue  to 
practice their faith. We will continue  to use arts, scrip-
ture  studies, and community  building activities to 
strengthen our faith and knowledge of the Church. The 
annual fee is $40.

Children's Faith Formation Year 5 & 6 (CFF 5/6): This  
class for youth in 5th & 6th grades focuses on the liturgy, 
Church teachings and growing faith through prayer. The 
annual fee is $40. 

Children's Faith Formation Year Junior High: This class 
is a 3-year Bible study for youth in 7th, 8th, & 9th grades. 
The annual fee is $40 for each of the classes PLUS $25  
for materials (Bible & workbook). 

High School Confirmation: Youth must be at least 16 
years old by the Confirmation Mass date (late January/
early February), already received the Sacraments of 
Baptism and Eucharist, and continued in ongoing faith 
formation through parish programs or Catholic High 
School. Students are actively seeking the Sacrament of 
Confirmation and are participating members in their 
parish and personal faith life. Classes begin the end of 
September and ends in January. The annual fee is $150.

Pathfinders Youth Group 
at St. Joseph Parish

Did you know this year begins the 16th year of our 
middle school youth group? Pathfinders—open to all 
6th, 7th, and 8th graders—began with a small group of 
youth and a handful of adult parishioners back in Sep-
tember 2002. We have seen the group grow and flourish 
for hundreds of youth over the years, through service, 
community, and faith-oriented activities. Pathfinders is 
currently seeking adult volunteers interested in having 
a positive impact on our middle school youth this 2018-
2019 school year. Come be a part of it! Please contact 
Theresa Lukasik at theresal@stjosephparish.org or 206-
965-1651 to learn how you can help with this vibrant 
ministry.
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Parish Holy Hour
Thursday, September 6th, 7-8 pm, join the Choose Life 
Ministry for a Rosary with Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament in the Loyola Chapel of the Parish Center. Re-
freshments to follow. All are welcome!

The St. Joseph Adult Choir rehearses Thursdays from 7-9 
pm and sings the 9 am Sunday mass from September 
through June. It is open to high school age and older.  
For more information or to schedule an audition, con-
tact Robert McCaffery-Lent: Rmclent@stjosephparish.
org or 206-965-1649.  

St. Joseph  Parish Choir
WHAT: Auditions for St. Joseph Parish Choir 

WHEN: August, at a time to convenient to you and  
the music director 

WHERE: Church Tower Music Office 
HOW: Contact Music Director Robert McCaffery-Lent 

at 206-965-1649 or Rmclent@stjosephparish.org

PREPARATION:  
I will hear you sing some scales and short phrases to 
assess your range and sight reading ability and ask you 
to sing a verse of a familiar hymn.  You don’t need to 
do anything in particular to prepare.

SCHEDULE: 
You can find the music ministry calendar for the com-
ing year at: https://www.dropbox.com/s/w69o9190py-
0isdb/St. Joseph Choir Calendar 2018-2019.pdf?dl=0

Make this the year that you listen to that little voice in 
your head that encourages you to get involved and to 
use the voice God gave you to sing!  Remember: 

“Those who sing pray twice.” St. Augustine

The St. Joseph Children’s Choir “Joyful Voices” sings the 
9 am mass three or four times a year and has two after 
school rehearsals before each mass. The date of the next 
Children's Choir Sunday is October 14th.  All children 
are welcome, as long as they are able to focus on sing-
ing through rehearsal and Mass.  Parents of younger kids 
may need to sit with them and help them through the 
music.  To sign up or for more information, please con-
tact Jen or Matt Tilghman-Havens at j.tilghmanhavens@
gmail.com and mtilghmanhavens@gmail.com.

Instrumentalists:  If you are skilled in playing an instru-
ment, there are a variety of opportunities in the music 
ministry!   For more information or to schedule an au-
dition, contact Robert McCaffery-Lent: Rmclent@stjo-
sephparish.org or 206-965-1649.

Liturgy and Worship

St. Joseph Community extends its prayers 
and hopes for the following intentions: 
Discernment in purchase of a property . . 
. Grateful a daughter’s car challenges have 
been resolved . . . For a friend’s mother who 
is dying . . . For Bob’s decision to make a 

change in his life . . . For the students, teachers and 
staff who will begin a new school year.

“Even a child makes himself known by his acts, 
By whether his conduct is pure and upright.” 

~Proverbs 20:11


