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“I give praise to you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, for although 
you have hidden these things from 
the wise and the learned you have 

revealed them to little ones.”

Like the sun shall the world’s Savior rise 
and the Lord shall come down to the virgin’s womb 

like gentle rain upon the grass. Alleluia. 
-Monastic Liturgy-
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Mary, Mother of Faith
Mary believed blindly. Again and again she had to confirm that 

belief, and each time with more difficulty. . . . For years she had to 
combat an only too natural confusion. Who was this “Holy One” 

whom she, a mere girl, had borne? This “great” one she had suck-
led and known in all his helplessness? Later, she had to struggle 

against the pain of seeing him steadily outgrow her love, even 
purposely flee it to the realm of ineffable remoteness which she 

could not enter. . . .Not understanding, never was she to lose heart, 
never to fall behind. Inwardly she accompanied the incompre-

hensible figure of her son every step of his journey, however dark. 
Perseverance in faith, even on Calvary—that was Mary’s inimitable 

greatness. 

-Romano Guardini-

In December 2001, I was working at Seattle Preparatory School as 
a religion teacher and superior of the local Jesuit community, and 
would, on Sundays preside and preach either at St. John the Evange-
list Mission in Mukilteo or at Sacred Heart Parish in Bellevue. Hav-
ing just professed my final vows as a Jesuit at St. Joseph Church the 
preceding May, I felt happy and confident in my vocation and in the 
mission I had been given. Then, on the first Saturday of December, 
while eating breakfast at the Luna Cafe in West Seattle, the phone 
rang and Fr. Bob Grimm, the Provincial, informed me that Father 
General had appointed me as the next Provincial of the Oregon 
Province, to begin in July. He went on to say that I had one hour to 
call anyone I wanted to inform personally, before the appointment 
was publicly announced. In a bit of a daze, I finished my breakfast 
and called my mother. And though her first response was, “I thought 
it was going to be so-and-so?”, she soon moved into her typical 
stance of loving support, mixed with caution. She knew that this 
must be something of a big deal, since I was calling on a Saturday 
morning to tell her, and so she offered me congratulations, while 
also hoping that I was not too disappointed by the need to move. 
But what she was supporting—what this news I had told her meant 
or would mean in the future—was something of a mystery to her.

Later that month, when she came to spend Christmas with my sib-
lings and me, I invited her to accompany me to Sacred Heart for 
Sunday Mass, and as I was changing out of my vestments, I saw 
her talking to Fr. Pat Ritter, the pastor of Sacred Heart at the time. 
Driving home, she grew unusually quiet and I asked her what she 
was thinking. “I was talking to that priest after Mass about your 
new assignment,” she said. “He explained it to me. It sounds like a 
very big job.” “Well,” I responded, “it is kind of big, I suppose.” And 
then there was a pause, and she looked at me and asked, as only 
a mother could ask: “Are you sure you can do this?” I started to 
laugh and she realized how her question sounded. “I didn’t mean 
it like that!” she said, flustered, “Of course you can do it, but, well, 
it’s big.” Still laughing, I said, “Well, I don’t know if I can do it, but I 
don’t really have a choice.” And so she grew quiet again, but I could 
see the love and concern on her face. She may not have understood 
everything of what I was about to do (neither did I), but she loved 
me and wanted only my happiness—something that she had always 



wanted, something that never changed in the years of 
occasional struggle and hardship that followed, and that 
supported me through many a lonely and difficult day.

When we think of Mary of Nazareth, we are prone to 
think of all the titles that have been given to her since 
her days on earth: Blessed Mother, Holy Queen, Our 
Lady of Sorrows, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Immaculate 
Conception, Queen of Heaven, Mother of the Church, 
Mystical Rose, etc., etc. Yet, if we dwell too much on 
these titles, and all of the power and grandeur they 
suggest, we can lose sight of the living Mother of Je-
sus: that young girl of Nazareth who accepted—without 
ever fully understanding—the invitation of the angel to 
bear into the world the Son of the Most High. Mary’s 
response to the angel, “I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
Let it be done to me according to your word” (Lk. 1:38), 
is not an embrace of all that she foresees will happen; 
rather, it is a surrender in love to the mystery of the be-
loved God, the God whom she knows and trusts, the 
God for whom she is willing to enter into the darkness 
with courage and with hope, with faith that overcomes 
even the prudential fear that leads her to ask, “How can 
this be, since I have no relations with a man?” (Lk. 1:34). 
Like every woman who has ever become a mother, ev-
ery parent who has—despite feeling unready and a bit 
confused—opened their heart to a little child, Mary sur-
renders in love to the mystery of motherhood, with all 
its dangers and uncertainties. And, like so many parents, 
she continues to surrender time and time again, for the 
rest of her Son’s life. For while she may have seen much 
and “treasured all these things in her heart,” (Lk. 2:19), 
Mary of Nazareth was given no mystical gift of insight, 
but had to believe in the promises of God, offered to her; 
believe in the love God had for the one whom she bore 
in her womb. She had to believe, even as she gave birth 
in the cold of a stable, even as she fled her home for 
Egypt, even as she heard her Son seemingly reject her,  
pointing to a crowd and declaring, “Here are my mother 
and my brothers” (Mt. 12:49). She had to believe even 
as she saw him led away, to endure the death of a slave 
on the hill of Calvary, and believe as she held his lifeless 
body in her arms. In all this, Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 
possessed no foreknowledge of the resurrection, but sat 
devastated with the others in that upper room, just like 
any mother who has lost a child to the violence and 
brevity of this world. For like so many loving parents, 
so many who grow old praying for their children and 
watching them follow a path they may not completely 
comprehend, Mary could only offer her Son love and 
constancy, even when she did not understand.

I do not know if Mary ever asked Jesus, “Are you sure 
you can do this?”—though I am fairly certain that she 
thought it to herself. Despite what she heard from the 

angel, despite the promises given to her in her youth, 
she must have worried about the choices Jesus made and 
about the dangers that surrounded him. She must have 
questioned why her Son had to bear so many wounds 
and be hated by so many people. Like any loving par-
ent—or any loving one who takes the place of a par-
ent—Mary must have been confused and anguished, at 
times, by what her Son when through; yet, she remained 
faithful to him, and constant to him, and loving to him. 
And who knows how much that love, that constancy, 
that faith enabled Jesus to embrace the fullness of his 
humanity? For perhaps the grace of Jesus comes not just 
from his consubstantial being with the Father; perhaps 
it also comes from the unyielding love of his mother, 
Mary, a love grounded in faith and deeper than any need 
for understanding. 

The greatness of Mary is not found in the wonder of her 
assumption, nor in the miracles of Lourdes, nor even in 
the roses given at Tepeyac, but in the fidelity with which 
she loves her child. For this love, a love not uncommon 
in this world—though perhaps uncommonly strong—
comes not from something divine or semi-divine in 
Mary, but from her abiding choice, her life-changing 
“Yes!”, which opened her to love and mystery, and held 
her to her Son even when she could not understand. Like 
every mother who opens her heart to the child growing 
within her, Mary’s choice to love and receive Jesus—not 
her power nor her prescience—binds the two together 
from the moment of his conception. And it is her love 
for him that makes her the model of all disciples, of all 
of us, who are called to surrender in love to the mystery 
of God—called to choose love in the face of hatred and 
confusion; called to walk out into the darkness with only 
a few Advent candles for light—and to believe, despite 
all we see, in the promise of the dawn.

WELCOME!
New? Visiting? Interested? Are you visiting for the 
first time? Interested in knowing more about the min-
istries and activities at St. Joseph Parish?  Please join 
our weekly e-news blast at www.stjosephparish.org 
and click on the “Sign up for our eNewsletter” link in 
the upper right corner of the homepage.  Thank you!



Fourth Sunday of Advent
Welcome to St. Joseph. Please take a moment to silence your cell phones.

Entrance Song

(11) Cherry Tree Carol TraditionalIntroit

O Come O Come Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

Joseph was an old man, and an old man was he, and Joseph married Mary, the Queen of Galilee. 
Mary and Joseph together did go, and there they saw a cherry tree, both red, white and green.  
Then up speaks Mary, so meek and so mild: O gather me cherries, Joseph, for I am with child.  
Then up speaks Joseph with his words so unkind:  
 let them gather three cherries that brought thee with child.  
Then up speaks the little child in his own mother’s womb: 
Bow down you sweet cherry tree, and give my mother some.  
Then the top spray of the cherry tree bowed down to her knee: 
 and now you see Joseph, there are cherries for me.

Ave Maria
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum, 

benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus. 
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen.



Kyrie

Isaiah 7:10-14First Reading

Psalm 24Responsorial Psalm Guimont

Romans 1:1-7Second Reading

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia Chant

(9) Advent Alleluia Joncas

The LORD’S is the earth and its fullness, the world, and those who dwell in it. 
It is he who set it on the seas; on the rivers he made it firm.  Ref. 

Who shall climb the mountain of the LORD?  Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The clean of hands and pure of heart, whose soul is not set on vain things. Ref.

Blessings from the LORD shall he receive, and right reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the people who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Ref.

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying: Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; let it be deep as the netherworld, or 
high as the sky! But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!” Then Isaiah said: Listen, O house of 
David! Is it not enough for you to weary people, must you also weary my God? Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you this sign: the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised previ-
ously through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, the gospel about his Son, descended from David according to 
the flesh, but established as Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness through resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we have received the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience 
of faith, for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles, among whom are you also, who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ; to all the beloved of God in Rome, called to be holy. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.



Offertory Songs The Angel Gabriel Basque Carol

Willocks

Homily Deacon Steve Wodzanowski

(5&9) You Have Put On Christ 

Sleeth

(9) Choral Anthem: The Angel Gabriel

Gospel Matthew 1:18-24
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 
yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son 
and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
his wife into his home.

St. Joseph Financial Update



Lamb of God

All Are Invited To Come Forward 
During communion, we invite all to come forward.  If you do not ordinarily receive Eucharist,  or choose not to, 

 come for a blessing, indicating your desire by putting your hand on your heart. 
IF you have a gluten allergy, & need a gluten Free hoSt, pleaSe come to the 

 preSIder & IndIcate thIS.

Mystery of Faith

Great Amen

ChantHoly, Holy, Holy

All GIA Publications reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-712642.  All OCP Publications reprinted with permission under LicenSing.net #611705.   All WLP Publications reprinted with permission under license 
#423980.   Texts for Eucharistic Acclamations are excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal copyright © 2010 by ICEL. Revised Grail Psalms Copyright © 2010 Conception Abbey and The Grail, 
administered by GIA Publicaitons. Inc. Gospel acclamation © 1958 the Grail administered by GIA Publications, Inc Psalm psalm tone by Joseph Gelineau © 1963, The Grail administered by GIA Publications. 
Inc. Advent Alleluia words and music by Jan Michael Joncas © 1988 by GIA Publications, Inc. Psalm 24 Let the Lord Enter words and music by Michel Guimont © 2010 by GIA Publications, Inc  Jesus Hope Of 
the World words and music by Paul Tate and Deanna Light © 2001 WLP Publications. Inc.  Holy Is Your Name music traditional Irish, words by David Haas © 1986 by GIA Publications, Inc  People Look East, O 
Come, O Come Emmanuel, The Angel Gabriel in the public domain.



Song Of Praise

TateJesus, Hope Of the World #909

People Look East BESANCON/Farjeon 

Holy Is Your Name #102Communion Songs WILD MOUNTAIN THYME/Haas



Prayer Shawl Ministry
Please join the Prayer Shawl Ministry. We meet on the 
1st Tuesday of the month in the Brebuef Room of the Par-
ish Center at 7pm. We have yarn, needles and patterns. 
If you do not know how to knit or crochet, we can teach 
you. All are welcome on Tuesday, January 7th we would 
love to meet you. 

If you would like a Prayer Shawl for yourself or someone 
you know, email prayershawl@stjosephparish.org

 Parish Life

SEEL/SU Pilgrimage “In the  
Footsteps of Ignatius”

Join Fr. Natch Ohno SJ, Fr. Eric Watson SJ and Lisa Den-
nison for a spiritual adventure of a lifetime to pray with 
and savor the life of St. Ignatius! Starting with his birth-
place and the beginning of his conversion, we will visit 
the many sites that were critical moments for Ignatius, 
including Loyola, Montserrat, Manresa and Barcelona. 
This is a powerful, prayerful and enriching journey with 
fellow pilgrims who desire a deeper understanding of 
how God transformed St. Ignatius, the founder of the Je-
suits. Travel dates are June 17-28, 2020 and deadline for 
registration is January 15,2020.  Contact Lisa Dennison 
with SEEL at 206-721-3518 or at lisa@seelpugetsound.
org for more information! 

Seniors On The Go 

Friday, January 10th - (note the date change) Anointing 
Mass at 11:30 am, then join us for a delicious luncheon 
in the Parish Center.  All are welcome! Please feel free to 
park in the parking lot and take the elevator up. 

College Age Young Adults
Young Adults age 19-22: would you be interested in a 
young adult group that would meet monthly in the eve-
ning or maybe twice a month for socializing in a safe 
space? This could be a new opportunity at St. Joseph for 
you to have social opportunities at the parish, meet peo-
ple, share food, fun games, faith, and maybe occasion-
ally doing service together. This would be an evolving 
group that would be new. Please contact Deacon Steve 
at stevew@stjosephparish.org or 206.965.1646.



For more information or to register, please 
contact Deacon Steve at (206) 965-1646 or 

stevew@stjosephparish.org.

* Price includes two nights lodging, Continental
breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, and the

Saturday evening group dinner.

For more information or to register, please 
contact Deacon Steve at (206) 965-1646 or 

stevew@stjosephparish.org.

* Price includes two nights lodging, Continental
breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, and the

Saturday evening group dinner.

$395 per Couple*
Partial Scholarships Available

$395 per Couple*
Partial Scholarships Available

Mine is the sunlight
Mine is the morning

Born of the one light Eden saw play
Praise with elation, praise every morning

God's recreation of the new day

Brand New Day Brand New Day

Please join with married couples of all ages and walks of life as we 
gather for a weekend of spiritual reßection and fellowship.

Marriage
Enrichment
Weekend
January 31 - February 2, 2020
La Conner, WA

Marriage
Enrichment
Weekend
January 31 - February 2, 2020
La Conner, WA

St. Joseph Community extends 
its prayers and hopes for the fol-
lowing intentions:  For special 
prayers for Marguerita. And for 
Joseph, may his family be near 

and filled with love and peace.  A True Love 
blessing for Sandra and Eddie on their Christmas 
Day Wedding Anniversary. While we journey 
through life in Gods presence.  May his glory 
brighten the world around us.

And he answered, you shall love your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind, 

and your neighbor as yourself.

Luke 10:27

YOU ARE 
MINE

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY RETREAT 

January 11-12 | Cost: $115
Camp Huston in Gold bar, Wa

CarpoolinG & partial sCHolarsHips available 
to reGister Go to: 

tinyurl.Com/stJoe2020

ContaCt tHeresa sHepHerd-lukasik at

tHeresal@stJospeHparisH.orG 

YOU ARE 
MINE

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY RETREAT 

January 11-12 | Cost: $115
Camp Huston in Gold bar, Wa

CarpoolinG & partial sCHolarsHips available 
to reGister Go to: 

tinyurl.Com/stJoe2020

ContaCt tHeresa sHepHerd-lukasik at

tHeresal@stJospeHparisH.orG 

 Faith Formation



Annual Epiphany Dinner
Sunday, January 5th - Noon – 3:00 pm - Social Hall

St. Joseph Epiphany Dinner on Sunday, January 5, 2020, from Noon – 3:00pm pm in the Social Hall, we’ll open 
our doors to anyone in the community for a shared meal and fellowship. We extend a personal invitation to all of 
our “Outreach Partners,” such as Recovery Café, St. Martin de Porres Shelter, Chief Seattle Club, Noel House, and 
Jubilee Women’s Center, to name a few. 

New this year, we are taking the meal out to Lazarus Center and Jubilee Women's Center 

We usually serve around 200 people. Your generosity of time, talent and treasure is greatly appreciated! As is our 
tradition, we invite members of our community to provide cooked turkeys, hams, vegetables, potatoes, beverages, 
desserts and appetizers. Volunteers are needed for food prep, cooking, decorating, table hosting, delivering and 
serving meals and clean-up. Sign-ups are super-easy! Visit PerfectPotluck.com and locate the meal by coordinator 
last name (Wodzanowski) and password (Epiphany) Sign-up by entering your name, email & phone number for the 
item you would like to bring. You can also sign-up after Mass. Thank you in advance for your generosity! Questions? 
Please contact Deacon Steve at stevew@stjosephparish.org or 206-965-1646.

 Faith Justice

 Faith Formation

Recorded Homilies
St. Joseph is now recording the homily each weekend.  
We are sharing those recordings on our website, www.
stjosephparish.org and also on our Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/stjosephseattle. Please feel free to 
listen and to share them with others.  We hope you en-
joy this new feature.

Service Trip
The Agape Service Trip is an annual St. Joseph Commu-
nity tradition which is open to current 6th-9th graders. 

Dates: August 2-7, 2020. We will need a commitment 
from your student by 1/15. 

Price: $300 (This includes a $275 youth participant fee 
and a portion of the $500 group registration fee). Schol-
arships are available. 

Why: Agape provides your student the opportunity  
(1)  to get to know our migrant sisters and brothers 
(2)  to grow in their experience of our Community’s Je-
suit Formation Outcomes, especially Open to Growth, 
Religious, Loving, and Committed to Doing Justice 
(3)  to practice their Spanish language skills with native 
speakers

Registration & further information: Contact Claire Han-
sen at claireh@stjosephparish.org or (206) 965-1652. 

Online Scripture Reflection
Did you know that St. Joseph has an Online Bible 
Study with reflections written by Parishioners? This is 
the perfect opportunity to make a little space in your 
busy week to read and pray with the Scriptures for the 
upcoming Sunday. Join our online community and 
allow your fellow parishioners to help deepen your 
prayer life through their reflections. You can also find 
our online bible study on the top of the weekly e-
newsletter that is sent out on Thursday, just click the 
button that says “Online Bible Study”.

https://stjosephparishbiblestudy.wordpress.com/


